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1 Introduction 

The Jersey Heritage Trust prepared this conservation statement for Seymour 
Tower June-October 2006, in consultation with the Conservation Advisory 
Group. The primary purpose of the statement is to draw together readily 
available existing information, to set down a chronology for the site, an 
overview of the key surviving elements, a statement of significance, the 
identification of major conservation issues and a set of outline policies. It also 
identifies key gaps in our knowledge of the site and the issues affecting it. The 
conservation statement is subject to further review and refinement. 
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2 Brief history of the site 

See sources and references on page 17 for further detailed reading on 
Jersey's coastal defences. See also Jersey Heritage Trust conservation 
statements for Archirondel Tower, Lewis's Tower, La Tour Carrea, La Crete 
Fort, Fort Leicester and L'Etacquerel Fort. 

2.1 Early history 

• Unsubstantiated local tradition links the rocky islet of L'Avarison with St
Sampson - a Celtic saint who visited the Channel Islands in the sixth
century.

• The Cours d'Heritage Register includes the following entry for 13 May
1540, 'The Constable, Rector & Parishioners of Grouville wished to be
freed from service at St Catherine and offered to build a defensive
Tower in Grouville Bay on the shore or beach between La Rocque and
the Castle. The offer was accepted as the bay was a recognised
landing place and two Towers would be better then one" (translation by
C Aubin) (appendix A.i).

• Two maps of Jersey published in 1757 - one by Jacques Bellin after
the survey of 1755 by Captain Lempriere, and the other by Chevalier
Jean de Beaurain - show a four-gun redoubt offshore near to La
Rocque. The redoubt is located to the north of L'Avarison, nearer to La
Petite Avarison (see appendix Aii & Aiii).

• Sir Henry Seymour Conway was appointed Governor of Jersey and
Captain General in 1772. War in the American Colonies was
overstretching British armed forces and made Britain vulnerable to
invasion at home. Conway visited Jersey in May 1778 and proposed to
defend the Island by building a chain of coastal defence towers. He
submitted his proposal to Lord Weymouth on 20 May 1778 and
obtained approval and funding from King George Ill on 5 July 1778.

• A handwritten notebook entitled 'Hints on state of fortifications' dated
June 1778 includes the following entry, 'The extent of Grouville Bay
from the Point of La Rocque to Mont Orgueil Castle is about 2½ miles.
No ship can come close to this shore so as to bear on the defences. A
Tower and circular work should be erected at the point of La Rocque
where an old Tower stood." (Jersey Archive ref: L/F/97/M2/30)

• A map of Jersey with a sketch of the batteries, redoubts and
entrenchments raised along the coast for the defence of the Island,
engraved by William Faden, Geographer to the King in 1781 shows a
square redoubt due east of La Rocque (see appendix Aiv).

• In 1781, whilst the chain of coastal defence towers was still under
construction (with only four completed) a French invasion force led by
Baron de Rullecourt landed at La Rocque and marched on St Helier
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only to end in failure. The invasion attempt spurred the construction of 
Seymour Tower the following year. 

2.2 Seymour Tower and Battery 

• Seymour Tower was built in 1782 on l'Avarison islet, 1¼ miles south
east of La Rocque. The islet provided a secure base and a practical
location for early warning of any impending attack. It has been
suggested that dressed stone from the nearby square redoubt was re­
used in the construction of the tower. While this suggestion would
explain the sudden disappearance of the four-gun redoubt, there are
no known sources to justify this supposition.

• The Minutes of the Defence Committee, 24 November 1786,
recommend which Guard Houses and Magazines should be repaired
and maintained at the expense of the States and includes those of St
Samson at the point of La Rocque (Jersey Archive ref: C/B/B1/1)

• The Duke of Richmond Map of Jersey (surveyed from 1787, published
1795) shows a square tower and battery on l'Avarison named Seymour
Tower (there is no indication of any other offshore redoubt nearby).
The tower was likely named after General Sir Henry Seymour Conway,
or less likely after the sixteenth century Governor Sir Edward Seymour
(an ancestor of Conway) - or perhaps in honour of the shared family
name? (see appendix A.v).

• A report on the different batteries in the Island dated 28 August 1797
records that Seymour Tower requires repairs and has two 12-pounders
under the charge of Ordnance (Societe Jersiaise Library ref: M20/10)

• A letter from Earl of Balcarras to the Commanding Royal Engineer
Jersey, 7 June 1797, instructs repair of the Lantern Room and supply
everything necessary for the Signal Light on the top of Seymour Tower
(Public Record Office ref: WO 607/425)

• In a letter, 16 May 1809, General Don wrote, "The Tower is situated on
the right flank of Grouville Bay, two miles in the sea from high water
mark, it commands the entrance into the Bay and is seen by all the
sentries posted along the shore from Mont Orgueil Castle to Rocque
Platte". "It was necessary to communicate by signals between the
shore and the Tower and, for the purpose of giving notice to the posts
that 'all was well', lights were ordered to be shown towards the Bay
every half hour, on seeing of which the sentries in the above mentioned
line passed the word 'All's well

"'

. "When the lights are not regularly
shown, measures are taken to discover the causes. It is found that
twelve pounds of candles per month are necessary to make these
lights, and I strongly recommend that this issue should be continued."
(see appendix D -Ahier article)

3 



• Letter from General Don to Lt Col. Sibbell, 23 September 1811, 'I beg
you will enquire if the non-commissioned officers commanding at
Seymour Tower and Archerondelle are in possession of spy-glasses'
(see appendix D - Ahier article)

• The General Orders for Troops of the Line and the Militia, 1811
instructs 'Le Regiment de l'Est, au poste general d'alarme dans la baie
de Grouville'. The third subdivision of the 15\ or East Division was
responsible for the coast from Rocque Platte to Rocqberg (Jersey
Archive ref: L/F/22/L/36)

• The North West Regiment Orderly Book, 1814, lists Seymour Tower as
mounting 2 x 24-pounders (Societe Jersiaise Library ref: M20/9)

• Map of Jersey engraved by Samuel John Neele from a survey carried
out to illustrate William Plee's Account of Jersey, published in 1817
(see appendix A.vi).

• A letter from Lt Col Lewis & Lt Col Sinclair to the Secretary, Board of
Ordnance, 28 October 1835, recommends that all foreign guns in
Jersey be removed to Woolwich as they are not needed and differ in
calibre with those in British service. The letter goes on to list the
number and nature of guns and carronades required for the defence of
Jersey - stating that Seymour Tower and Battery is armed with 2 x 24-
pounders (Public Records Office ref: WO 44/76)

• A Return of Magazines by Lt Col Streatfield CRE, 20 December 1847,
shows the magazine at Seymour Tower to be 5' x 5'1 O" and 6' to the
spring of the arch, and with a capacity for 25 barrels of powder - its
condition shown to be good (Public Records Office ref: WO 55/815)

• A Royal Engineers Office report on the general state of the defences of
Jersey and the number of guns mounted, dated 15 February 1848,
records 2 x 32-pounders at Seymour Tower and Battery (Public
Records Office ref: WO 44/76).

• An inspection report of Ordnance by the CRA and CRE, 30 September
1848, has the following entry for Seymour Tower and Battery, St
Clement's Bay, "At 1 ¼ mile from the shore, and can only be
approached by land at certain times of tide. The Battery is calculated
for two heavy guns on iron garrison carriages on the spot mounted (32
pdrs of 56 cwt). The magazine in the tower is dry and will hold 25
barrels of powder" (Public Records Office ref: WO 44/77)

• A handwritten book about Jersey's coastal fortifications, written
anonymously in 1857 notes "Seymour Tower for musketry with a
battery armed during the war with two 121bs now withdrawn" and goes
on to comment that the guns were "too light to do an enemy much
damage" particularly as the Invalids manning the post "knew nothing of
the great gun exercise" (Jersey Archive ref: L/F/97/M18/1)
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2.3 Military obsolescence and later uses 

• A memorandum by Col Le Couteur on the defence of Jersey, 14
January 1860, includes a map showing arcs and ranges of all proposed
coast defences. The report was revised on 7 December 1868 with the
words "too isolated to be of materiat use" added to the entry for
Seymour Tower (Jersey Archive ref: A/D2/1 - see also appendix A.vii).

• A report by Major General Douglas re present and proposed armament
of Jersey, 10 November 1860, states, "I concur with the proposed
abandonment of Seymour Tower and lcho Tower batteries and of the
smaller towers around the coast, replacing these with earthwork
defences at a higher level. I think the recommendation to erect a
powerful Battery of four long range guns at La Rocque Point most
deserving of attention" (Jersey Archive ref: A/D2/1)

• A map of Jersey surveyed by Staff Commander J Richards RN in 1867
shows the soundings and rocks around Seymour Tower (see appendix
A.viii)

• A report on the defences of the Island in 1870 by Sir John Le Couteur
concludes that the Conway towers have become largely obsolete
(Jersey Archive ref: A/D2/1 ).

• A letter from the War Office to the General Officer Commanding in
Jersey, dated 30 April 1896, states, "I am to ask that you will consider
and give an opinion as to whether it might not be convenient and of
advantage to offer to hand over to the States the whole of the detached
properties such as old detached Martello Towers and other antiquated
works of Defence, which are in no sense at present, and so far as can
be foreseen will never be required by the War Department for military
purposes". Enclosed with the letter is a list of properties probably
available for disposal including Seymour Tower (Jersey Archive ref:
D/AP/AD/7/68).

• Photographs of Seymour Tower dating to the early twentieth century
show a man low water fishing and a group of ladies by the Battery (see
appendix A.ix, A.x & A.xi)

• The States of Jersey purchased Seymour Tower in 1923 for £120.

• At an unknown date the tower is painted white as a navigation marker.

• A letter from the Platzkommandant, Major Heider to the Bailiff, 26 May
1944, orders, "lcho and Seymour Towers are herewith requisitioned
and are to be evacuated by 30th May 1944. The keys of both towers are
to be surrendered to the Chief of the unit La Rocque A" (Jersey Archive
ref: B/A/W40/8/296)
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• Post-war, Seymour Tower is leased to private tenants.

• Public Services Department plan of Seymour Tower (undated) showing
high water mark (see appendix A.xii)

• Photographs of Seymour Tower 1989-2006 (see appendix A.xiii)

• South East Coast of Jersey is designated as a Ramsar site, November
2000 (see appendix B)

• Ordnance Survey Map of Jersey, 2003 (see appendix A.xiv)

• October 2006 - Seymour Tower is owned by the Public of the Island of
Jersey under the management of the Jersey Heritage Trust.

3 Overview of the key surviving elements 

See appendix A.xiii. 

Seymour Tower is built on a rocky islet 1¼ miles southeast of La Rocque. It 
has a square tower with a gun battery at the base. The tower is built of regular 
squared and well-tooled blocks of granite with dressed granite around 
openings. The tower walls taper externally. The tower is arranged on four 
levels. 

The entrance door is raised above head height (originally reached by 
removable ladder). There is a finely carved keystone 'GR 1782' above which 
is a window opening with original iron bars in situ. A pair of timber doors 
opens inward into a small well area, from which an opening shows through 
into the magazine store below. There is a step up into the entrance level. The 
walls of the room are roughly squared granite with openings dressed with 
granite lintels and brick. There is a circuit of loopholes around the room 
designed for musketeers, above which are small windows. There is a fireplace 
in the southwest corner of the room, with an arched cast iron inset and mortar 
surround with late twentieth century graffiti. 

There is an exposed joist timber ceiling that appears to be a later replacement 
with the original main beam surviving (from which hang timber storage racks). 
Access to the upper level is via a modern timber companionway stair. 

The room has a brick floor with thin mortar finish, set into which is a hatchway. 
The wooden hatch door appears to be early and was repaired using a plank 
from a German WWII box- marked 'Reichs ... ' The hatchway provides access 
to magazine stores at lower basement level. 

Wooden steps from the hatchway lead down into a 'lobby' area from which 
access is gained to a pair of magazine stores. The 'lobby' has granite walls 
and a brick ceiling. An original timber beam runs the length of this space (from 
which hangs an historic wrought iron lamp hook) At the east end of the 'lobby' 
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is an opening at head height, leading through to a well by the entrance doors 
into the tower. 

There is a pair of brick vaulted magazine stores. Both stores are lined with 
brick with a pair of baffled ventilation slots with offset ducts to the exterior of 
the tower. The west magazine has a heavy timber door with full width iron 
strap hinges and sturdy iron bolt There is an earthen floor. There are two sets 
of initials carved into the inside of the doorframe. The east magazine has a 
heavy timber door with later bronze door fittings. There is a timber plank floor 
laid on sand. 

The upper level has walls of roughly squared granite with openings dressed 
with granite lintels and brick. There is a circuit of loopholes around the room 
designed for musketeers, above which are small windows. There is a fireplace 
in the northwest corner of the room - blocked with modern bricks. There is a 
wooden plank floor and exposed joist ceiling with a pair of iron beams 
supporting the roof platform. Access to roof level is via a modern timber 
companionway stair. 

The stair up to the roof platform climbs into a small wooden cabin (now 
encased in fibreglass). The timbers of the cabin are covered with dates and 
the names of people who have visited the tower since the beginning of the 
twentieth century. 

There is a granite parapet with mortar capping around the top of the tower. In 
the north east corner is a taller loop-holed niche set into the width of the 
parapet, overlooking the battery below. In the southeast corner is a rendered 
chimneystack with a Fareham ware pot. In the southwest corner is a rendered 
chimneystack without a pot. Between the stacks is a modern enclosure 
covering a water tank. 

On the east side of the base of the tower is a battery. The battery has a D­
shaped plan, low encircling defensive wall of squared granite with dressed 
granite copings, and granite paving. The north wall of the battery continues 
alongside the tower to provide access to the tower entrance and steps down 
onto the rocky islet. A granite step at the entrance to the battery is carved with 
a North orientation line. 

The key elements of the site are: 

• 1782 tower
• 1782 battery

4 Statement of significance 

4.1 Archaeological significance 
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L'Avarison has a legendary link with St Samson who visited the Channel 
Islands in the sixth century. Dressed stone from an earlier fortification may be 
incorporated into the structure. 

4.2 Historical significance 

Seymour Tower is an exceptional example of Jersey's unique form of coastal 
defence tower, developed by Sir Henry Seymour Conway. It is one of twenty­
three Conway towers built between 1778 and 1801 - the only one to have a 
square tower and one of only three to be constructed with an integral gun 
battery. 

Although built as part of General Conway's programme of fortification, its 
position indicates a somewhat different role from the others. The round towers 
were specifically built to support each other and the adjacent Militia Batteries 
in confronting infantry troops on landing through mutually supporting musketry 
fire. While Seymour Tower occupies the point of the Banque de Violet, which 
dries out at low tide and therefore is a practicable landing place for invading 
troops, and commands that landing place with musketry fire, the Gun platform 
is on the east of the tower commanding the entrance to Grouville Bay and 
must be directed at approaching ships rather than troops on landing. 

Seymour Tower is important evidence illustrating the history of fortifications in 
Jersey and the development of defensive theory and design in the context of 
a changing military environment - including the perceived threat and opposing 
technology. 

4.3 Architectural significance 

Seymour Tower substantially retains its completeness and architectural 
integrity as a late eighteenth century tower and battery with the buildings close 
to their original form and physical context. It is strategically sited and can still 
be read in terms of its strategic defence value as originally conceived. 

Seymour differs from other coastal towers in that it is of square format -
defying the deliberate concept of presenting curved walls to an enemy to 
minimise the battering effect of cannon fire. It was the first tower to be built 
with a gun battery at its base and therefore as artillery post, and not merely 
designed for musketry. 

4.4 Ecological significance 

Seymour Tower is located within the site designated under the Ramsar Treaty 
as South East Coast of Jersey Channel Islands (see appendix 8). 

Birds 

In summary it is felt that there is low risk of disturbing breeding birds, but 
disturbance of roosting birds maybe an issue. Especially noteworthy is the 
peregrine roost. It was anticipated that the birds might have nested there. It is 
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recommended that access to the roof is forbidden or minimised during the 
nesting season, and that the proposed wind turbine is not installed. 

Plants 

Asplenium marinum is growing at the top of the tower. This is a fern, which 
may be in decline since it was noted as locally frequent in the flora of 1984 
(locally frequent means it is habitat specific). There should be no removal of 
any plants anywhere on the tower. 

Marine organisms 

Overall the site is of high importance, not least for its isolation and special 
quality. Because there is limited detailed information on the site and because 
there is no equivalent site elsewhere, it is impossible to predict the effects of a 
possibly high level of use of the tower. 

4.5 Other significance 

The most prominent post-military use of Seymour Tower has been as a 
navigation marker and as a short-term holiday home leased to private 
individuals. The large amount of signed graffiti indicates that visitors have a 
sense of achievement in reaching the offshore tower. 

5 Identification of major conservation issues 

The following is an assessment of the way in which the significance of 
Seymour Tower could be vulnerable. 

• Care must be taken to ensure that the significance of Seymour Tower
is not eroded through neglect. The tower is in an exposed offshore
location and ill-maintained structures will be subject to water ingress
and salt laden deposits leading to damp conditions and damage from
insect and fungal infestations as well as intrusive plant growth.

• Without proper maintenance and repair of the tower, there will be
physical damage to the fabric and thereby to the significance of the
tower.

• A potential problem is a lack of continuing and long-term interest in the
tower and the subsequent reduction in resources to properly maintain it
in years to come - especially if appropriate and successful new uses
cannot be found for the site.

• Care must be taken to ensure that the significance of Seymour Tower
is not eroded through inappropriate repairs and alterations. The use of
inappropriate materials or methods of alteration and repair will be
damaging to the character of the tower and will contribute to further
decline in the integrity of the historic fabric and structure. Good quality
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works are required that do not damage the integrity or durability of the 
historic fabric. 

• A condition survey is needed to identify the range of problems
throughout the tower e.g. whether there is water ingress through walls,
roofs and windows, loose masonry or cementitious pointing.

• The significance of the site is potentially vulnerable to legislative and
regulatory requirements that may be applied if a new use is found for it
e.g. compliance with building byelaws or provision for people with
special needs.

• There is a potential conflict between different types of significance at
the tower, for example the requirements for repairing the structure
against the need to protect habitats.

6 Statutory and policy framework

6.1 International Conventions

Since 1987, the States of Jersey has been a signatory to the Convention for 
the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe 1985 (Granada 
Convention). The Convention places broad obligations on member states to 
introduce legislative, policy and other measures to protect the architectural 
heritage. The States is also a signatory to the European Convention on the 
Protection of the Archaeological Heritage, 1992, (Valetta Convention) which 
imposes similar obligations in respect of the archaeological heritage. 

There is also a series of multi-lateral environmental agreements for which 
ratification has been extended to Jersey: 

• The Convention on Biological Diversity is concerned with the
conservation of species and habitats.

• The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild
Animals (Bonn Convention) aims to conserve terrestrial, marine and
avian migratory species throughout their range.

• Jersey is an important migratory refuge to at least 50 species of ducks,
waders, terns, gulls and geese listed in the African-Eurasian Waterbird
Agreement.

• The Agreement on the Conservation of Populations of European Bats
covers the conservation and management of bats.

• The Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats (Bern Convention) aims to conserve wild flora and fauna and
their natural habitats.

6.2 Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002

• Planning Permission - will be required for change of use and for any
works classed as development.
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• Sites of Special Interest - under Articles 51 and 52, the Minister for
Planning and Environment may designate as Sites of Special Interest,
buildings and places of public importance by reason of special
zoological, botanical, archaeological, architectural, artistic, cultural,
geological, historical, scientific or traditional interest. Designation
provides legal protection under Articles 54 and 55 against demolition
and damaging alteration and control over other intrusive actions such
as metal detecting, the defacing of the site and the removal of plants
and animals. This equates to the type of protection that is afforded to
Scheduled Ancient Monuments in England.

Seymour Tower is in the process of being designated as a Site of 
Special Interest (see appendix C). In the meantime, the Trust has 
agreed to treat the site as if it were already a designated Site of Special 
Interest. SSI Permission is therefore required before there is any 
physical intervention in the tower's site and structure. 

6.3 The Convention on Wetlands 

The Convention on Wetlands, signed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971, is an 
intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for national action and 
international cooperation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and 
their resources. 

Seymour Tower is located within the site designated under the Ramsar Treaty 
as South East Coast of Jersey Channel Islands (see appendix B) 

6.4 The Jersey Island Plan, 2002 

The Jersey Island Plan, approved by the States in July 2002, contains policies 
specifically intended to offer protection for Sites of Special Interest and for 
archaeological resources. Policies G11 and G12 are of particular relevance. 
Policy G11 states, among other things, that there will be a presumption 
against development that would have an adverse impact on the special 
character of a Site of Special Interest, whilst Policy G12 makes provisions 
relating to the preservation, safeguarding and recording of archaeological 
remains, as appropriate. Policy G13 makes a presumption in favour of the 
preservation of the architectural and historic character and integrity of 
registered buildings and places. Policy TR3 presumes in favour of proposals 
for the development of new, or extensions to existing, tourism and cultural 
attractions, providing certain criteria are satisfied. 

The Plan notes that Seymour Tower lies within the Marine Protection Zone 
(M1) and Ramsar Site (M6). 

6.5 Supplementary planning guidance 

The Interim Policies for the Conservation of Historic Buildings were adopted 
by the Planning & Environment Committee in 1998 and will continue to 
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providet clarificationt ont matterst relatingt tot thet builtt heritaget untilt newt
Supplementaryt Planningt Guidancet replacest it.t Interimt Policyt HB12t ist oft
particulart relevancet andt states:t Theret ist at presumptiont int favourt oft thet
preservationt oft thet fabric,t internalt structure,t plant form,t historict interiorst andt
fittings,t ast wellt ast thet contributiont tot thet townscapet ort countryside,t oft
registeredtbuildingstthattaretdesignatedtastSitestoftSpecialt Interest;tthereforet
permissiont willt nott normallyt bet grantedt fort thet internalt alterationt .t.t.t oft at
designatedt SSI,t ort workst tot thet exterior,t ift theyt wouldt adverselyt affectt itst
specialtinteresttortcharacter'.t

6.6 Building Bye-Laws 

Somet workt att thet towert willt havet tot complyt witht Buildingt Bye-lawst ast
requiredtbytthetlaw.t

6.7 Conservation of Wildlife (Jersey} Law, 2000 

Workt tot andt uset oft thet towert mustt bet compatiblet witht thetprovisionstoft thet
Wildlifet Law.t Thist Lawt makest provisiont fort thet protectiont oftspecifiedt wildt
animals,t birdst andt plantst andt theirt habitats,t includingt wallt lizards.t Thet lawt
providest thatt thet Ministert fort Planningt andt Environmentt mayt grantt at licencet
authorisingt anyt persont tot dot anythingt thatt wouldt otherwiset constitutet ant
offencetundert Partst2-4toft thetLaw.t Licencestmaytonlytbetgrantedtfortcertaint
reasonst specifiedt byt thet Law,t andt thent onlyt ift thet Ministert ist satisfiedt thatt
theret ist not othert satisfactoryt solutiont andt thatt anythingt authorisedt byt thet
licencetwilltnottbetdetrimentalttotthetsurvivaltoftthetpopulationtconcerned.t

6.8 Health and Safety at Work (Jersey) Law, 1989 

Methodst oft repairt workt andt thet safetyt oft stafft andt visitorst willt bet subjectt tot
Healtht andt Safetyt Legislation.t Itt ist at mattert fort propertyt ownerst andt thoset
managingt sitest tot ensuret thatt relevantt healtht andt safetyt requirementst aret
satisfied,t undertthetprovisionstoftthetHealthtandtSafetytattWorkt(Jersey)tLaw,t
1989.t

6.9 Other relevant guidance 

ThetStatestoftJerseytandtthetJerseytHeritagetTrusttaretobligedttotworktwithint
Jerseyt law,t approvedt localt planningt policyt andt publishedt advice.t Anyt workst
proposedt fort Seymourt Towert willt havet tot complyt witht statutoryt andt policyt
regulationstoutlinedtabove.t

Besttcurrenttpracticetfromtothertjurisdictionstalsotprovidestvaluabletguidance.t
Othertdocumentstoftparticulartvaluetaretmentionedtbelow:t

Thet Venicet andt Surrat Charters.t Int formulatingt at policyt fort alterationst itt ist
usefult tot havetant understandingt oftthet internationallyt acceptedt standardstfort
conservation.t Thet Venicet andt Surrat Charterst aret mostt usefult andt theirt
acceptancetandtusetintthetUKtmakesttheirtguidancetappropriatetintJersey.t
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British Standard Guide to the Principles of the Conservation of Historic 
Buildings BS7913:1998. This is a valuable standard in that it sets out general 
conservation principles relating to historic buildings as well as providing 
definitions of terminology (see Appendix E). 

7 Conservation policies 

Seymour Tower's original military role is now defunct. Potential new 
educational and recreational uses makes some change inevitable but any 
changes must always be subject to the constraint that the significance of the 
tower must not be materially damaged. 

7 .1 Policy for recording and mitigation strategies 

When any work is proposed to maintain, repair or alter Seymour Tower, the 
Jersey Heritage Trust will: 

• carry out . a full and detailed record in drawings and photographs
sufficient to show the nature of the area affected with an assessment of
the impact on the historic fabric

• draw up a brief in advance of any physical investigation or excavation
in accordance with the Trust's archaeological protocol (see appendix F)

• obtain Planning permission, Building Bye-law permission and SSI
permission to undertake the works

• carry out the work in accordance with the brief and any conditions
attached to the above permissions

• make a full record of the work in progress and deposit the detailed
written, drawn and photographic records at the Jersey Archive,
followed by appropriate publication

7 .2 Policy for maintenance and repair 

The priority for the Jersey Heritage Trust is to maintain the physical fabric of 
the tower to ensure its future survival by using traditional materials and 
construction methods appropriate to the site. Consideration should also be 
given to correcting past 'mistakes' that are damaging to the significance of the 
building. 

In order to achieve this, the Trust will: 

• carry out a quinquennial condition survey of the tower

• draw up an annual programme of works together with a phased
maintenance schedule

• use contractors and specialists with appropriate experience of building
conservation work to achieve the best possible craftsmanship and
selection of materials
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• carry out repairs under competent supervision and regular inspection
including an archaeological watching brief if required

7.3 Policy for protecting the natural environment 

When any work is proposed to maintain, repair or alter Seymour Tower, the 
Jersey Heritage Trust will: 

• ensure that work to and use of the tower is compatible with the
provisions of the Wildlife Law, Ramsar site designation and other
relevant Multi-lateral environmental Agreements for which ratification
has been extended to Jersey.

• carry out a full and detailed record in drawings and photographs
sufficient to show the nature of the area affected with an assessment of
the impact on the ecology

• draw up a brief in advance of any physical investigation or excavation
in accordance with an ecological mitigation strategy to be agreed with
the Environment Department

• obtain SSI permission and appropriate licences to undertake the works

• carry out the work in accordance with the brief and any conditions
attached to the above permissions

• make a full record of the work in progress and deposit the detailed
written, drawn and photographic records at the Jersey Archive,
followed by appropriate publication

7 .4 Policy for reconstruction and alteration 

• consideration will be given to appropriate new uses for the tower to
ensure that it continues to play a role in Jersey society whilst
maintaining its character and significance

• reconstruction work may be justified where it is desirable for the
maintenance of the structure and where it completes a damaged
element; the work must be carried out harmoniously with the original
whilst being, upon close inspection, distinguishable from it

• reconstruction work can only be carried out where there is evidence of
the historic form of the structure through a detailed study of the building
and its archaeology - reconstruction work should stop where conjecture
begins

• consideration will be given to improving visitor interpretation and
facilities at Seymour Tower only if this does not involve the loss of
historic fabric or damage to the character and significance of the site;
any new work should be easily identifiable and of the highest quality

• all reconstruction work and alterations must adhere to the principle of
'reversibility'

14 



• consideration will be given to improving access (physical and
intellectual) to the site for all people, including those with special needs

• consideration will be given to security provision at the tower to ensure
that the significance of the site is not damaged through vandalism or
other intrusive activities

7 .5 Policy for service provision 

The Jersey Heritage Trust will ensure that: 

• the survival of historic fabric and below ground archaeology will take
precedence over the installation of services;

• any services are to be installed with minimum intervention with historic
fabric and in routes where they are accessible for future maintenance /
renewal work;

• cables and pipes are surface mounted except where they can be laid
within modern floor structures or in other accessible voids or ducts.

7 .6 Policy for interpretation 

Consideration should be given to the dissemination of knowledge about the 
tower, such as the production of a multi-lingual guidebook, resource material 
for educational visits and a programme of events that complement the tower 
and contribute to the understanding of its history. 

8 Summary of proposed additional research and analysis 

A condition survey to identify the range of problems To be undertaken by the 
throughout the tower. Jersey Heritage Trust 

Implement a quinquennial condition survey of the To be undertaken by the 
tower. Jersey Heritage Trust 

Draw up an annual programme of works together To be undertaken by the 
with a phased maintenance schedule. Jersey Heritage Trust 

Measured survey and recording of the tower. To be undertaken by the 
Jersey Heritage Trust 

Ecological mitigation strategy. To be undertaken by the 
Jersey Heritage Trust -
to be approved by the 
Environment division of 
Planning & Environment 
Department 
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Designation as a Site of Special Interest. 

9 Implementation and review 

To be undertaken 
Planning & Environment 
Department with support 
of JHT 

• The Jersey Heritage Trust has undertaken to produce a conservation
statement for Seymour Tower according to current best practice (as set
out in the English Heritage guidance 'Informed Conservation' 2001 ).

• In order to consult with other interested parties with relevant
knowledge, the Jersey Heritage Trust has set up a Conservation
Advisory Group to comment on and contribute knowledge to the
structure and content of the conservation statement, and thereafter to
monitor proposals for change, to ensure upstream consultation with
relevant bodies on change, and to advise the JHT on matters relating
to the conservation of Seymour Tower.

• The Conservation Advisory Group comprises representatives from the
National Trust, the Societe Jersiaise, the Channel Islands Occupation
Society, the Planning and Environment Department's Historic Buildings
Officer, an officer from the Environment Department and the project
team from the Jersey Heritage Trust.

• The Jersey Heritage Trust Board of Trustees will formally adopt the
conservation statement for Seymour Tower.

• The conservation statement will be regularly reviewed and refined
every 3 years.
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A.i

Cours d'Heritage Register, 13 May 1540 
(Jersey Archive ref: D/Y/C1/3) 
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A.ii

Map of Jersey published in 1757 by Jacques Bellin after 
the survey of 1755 by Captain Clement Lempriere 

(Jersey Archive ref: L/F/120/A/52) 
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A.iii

Map of Jersey by Jean de Beaurain, Engineer and Royal Geographer in 1757 
(Jersey Archive ref: L/F/120/A/49) 
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A.iv

Map with a sketch of the batteries, redoubts and entrenchments raised along 
the coast for the defence of the Island - engraved by William Faden in 1781 

after the chart by Louis Stanislas de la Rochette 
(Jersey Archive ref: UF/120/A/72) 
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A.v

Duke of Richmond Map of Jersey (surveyed from 1787, published 1795) 
(Jersey Archive ref: D/AL/A2) 
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A.vi

Map of Jersey engraved by Samuel Neele from a survey carried out to 
illustrate William Plee's 'Account of Jersey', published in 1817 

(Jersey Archive ref: L/F/120/A/100) 



A.vii

Plan of proposed coast defences accompanying Colonel Le Couteur's report 
on the defence of Jersey, 14 January 1860 

(Jersey Archive ref: A/D2/1) 



A.viii

Map of Jersey surveyed by Staff Commander J Richards RN, 1867 
including bays, soundings and rocks 
(Jersey Archive ref: UF/120/A/114) 
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A.ix

Seymour Tower including lady in Edwardian dress 
(Societe Jersiaise Photographic Collection ref: SJPA/008070) 



A.x

Seymour Tower including man with prawning net (undated) 
(Societe Jersiaise Photographic Collection ref: SJPA/008063) 



A.xi

Seymour Tower (undated) 
(Societe Jersiaise Photographic Collection ref: SJPAf008062) 



A.xii

Plan of Seymour Tower (Public Services Department - undated) 
(Jersey Archive ref: D/AL/A2/999) 



A.xiii

Photographs of Seymour Tower, 1989-2006 
(Historic Buildings Register ref: GR0113) 
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East face of tower with battery at base 

North face of tower showing entrance door 

21 June 2006 



West face of tower with stairs from beach 

South face of tower with battery to right 

21 June 2006 



Battery 

View of battery from top of tower 

21 June 2006 



Entrance onto battery from tower steps 

Looking back to tower steps from battery 

21 June 2006 



Entrance into tower showing 1782 keystone 
and original iron bars to window opening 

Entrance to battery showing N orientation line carved into step 

21 June 2006 



Entrance level 

Entrance with barred window above and well by doors 

Entrance well with window/ access into magazine below 

21 June2006 



Entrance level 

Looking north-east with entrance on right 

Looking north-west showing musket embrasures 
and triangular hearth stone of fireplace above 

21 June 2006 



Entrance level 

Looking south-west showing fireplace and window 

Looking south-east showing steps to upper level 

21 June 2006 



Entrance level 

Original timber beam with storage rack and 
replacement timber floor to upper level 

Brick floor with mortar finish (top of brick vaulted rooms below) 

21 June 2006 



Entrance level 

Entrance hatch to magazine on lower level 
(detail of German repair to hatch door) 

21 June 2006 



Entrance level 

Detail of late 20th century graffiti on fireplace 

Example of historic wrought iron fittings 

21 June 2006 



Lower level - magazine 

Lower level showing magazine stores to right and 
window/access to well by entrance doors 

Lower level showing timber beam and underside of brick floor 

21 June 2006 



Lower level - magazine 

West magazine I storeroom showing original timber door and ironwork 

West magazine/ storeroom showing brick vault 

21 June2006 



Lower level • magazine 

West magazine / storeroom showing earth floor 

Detail of historic graffiti inside doorframe of west magazine I storeroom 

21 June 2006 



Lower level - magazine 

East magazine I storeroom showing later metal fittings 

East magazine / storeroom showing brick vault 

21 June 2006 



Lower level - magazine 

East magazine / storeroom showing softwood floor laid on sand 

Detail of ventilation slot on interior of magazine and on exterior of tower 

21 June2006 



Lower level - magazine 

Detail of original wrought iron lamp hook 

Example of historic iron fittings in the tower 

21 June 2006



Upper level 

Looking south-east showing musket embrasures 
and stairs from entrance level 

Looking north-east showing stairs to roof level 

21 June 2006 



Upper level 

Looking north-west showing fireplace 

Looking south-west showing musket embrasures 
with windows at higher level 

21 June 2006 



Upper level 

Underside of roof platform 

21 June 2006 



Roof level 

Looking north-west showing stair cabin 

Looking north-east showing loop-holed niche 

21 June 2006 



Roof level 

Looking south-east showing chimneystack 
with Fareham ware pot 

Looking south-west showing chimneystack 
and modern enclosure for water tank 

21 June 2006 



Roof level 

I 
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Interior of stair cabin showing steps from upper level 

21 June 2006 



Roof level 

Interior of stair cabin with examples of 20th century graffiti 

21 June2006 



Roof level 

21 June 2006 



Roof level 

21 June 2006 



A.xiv

Ordnance Survey Map of Jersey, 2003 
(Planning and Environment Department) 



Appendix B 

Ramsar Sites 

The Convention on Wetlands, signed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971, is an 
intergovernmental treaty which provides the framework for national action and 
international co-operation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their 
resources. There are presently 146 Contracting Parties to the Convention, with 1,458 
wetland sites, totaling 125.4 million hectares, designated for inclusion in the Ramsar 
List of Wetlands of International Importance. 

Jersey has designated four Ramsar sites: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

South East Coast of Jersey 
Les Ecrehous & Les Dirouilles 
Les Minguiers 
Les Pierres de Lecq (the Paternosters) 



A Directory of Wetlands of International Importance 

UNITED KINGDOM 3UK150 

Site: South East Coast of Jersey, Channel Islands pesignation date: 10-11-2000 
jCoordinates: 49°09'N 002°02'W :Elevation: 14 m -14 m !Area: 3,210 h�_j
Location: The site encompasses the south and east coasts of the Channel Island of Jersey, 
from the port of St. Helier on the south coast to Gorey harbour on the east coast. The island is ! 
situated in the English Channel, 22.4 km west of Normandy (France) and 136 km south of I 
Weymouth (England). 
1Criteria: 1 ,2 ,3 ,4 ,7 ,8 
!Importance: The site has one of the largest tidal ranges in the world; it can exceed 12 metres.
1Its shallow waters are relatively warm due to the influence of the Gulf Stream and surrounding
I oceanic conditions. These factors combine to produce a site considered to have great ecological I!value due to the diverse range of habitats, communities and species found in a comparatively 
Ismail area. Species include Haliotis tuberculata, normally associated with waters of southern
Europe, and the beadlet anemone Actinia equina normally associated with colder waters. The 
!extensive rocky shores found within the site are identified as being of priority for conservation
at an international level due to the rarity and perceived threat to this type of habitat and its
associated faunal and floral communities. Zostera spp. beds occur in the shallow waters and are
of great importance to a wide range of vulnerable species in their early life stages. One of the1largest British Isle breeding groups of bottle-nosed dolphins Tursiops trnncatus, regularly inhabits 
!the site.
,Wetland Types: J ,G ,E ,D ,B ,A (dominant types shown in bold)
I 

1The site comprises reefs, boulder fields, mud, sandy and shingle shores not covered by water at
ilow tide, shallow tidal lagoons, seagrass beds and a constellation of outlying reefs. 
I Biological/Ecological notes: Extensive mud and sandflats, and pools stretching into shallow 
1waters support extensive beds of Zostera noltii and Z. marina (both internationally important 
I species). Intertidal rocky platforms bear luxuriant growth of Fucoid species (algae). Stands of 
I 

1Laminaria species (kelp) also occur. Intertidal rock pools contain dense colonies of the 
!introduced alga S argassum muticum, first recorded in Jersey in 1980. At times, Ulva lactuca is
1abundant. Nationally important species include the molluscs Modiolus modiolus, Ostrea edulis,
I Haliotis tuberculata, Gibbula pennanti and Mactra glauca. Crabs include Pisa tetraodon and Thia
1scu_telfata. Th_e exten�ive are�s of shallow wate� and huge numbers ?f intertidal_ pools found
-

1

wi.thin the site provide habitat for many species of fish such as Htppocampus htppocampus and 
Gobius cobitis. 

:Hydrological/Physical notes: The geology of the site is acidic and alluvial, and contains 
I boulders, granite, sandstone, gravel, pebbles, clay, sediments and peat. 
Human Uses: Functional jurisdiction resides with Bailiwick of Jersey. The site is partly 
jnational property, partly owned by an NGO and partly owned by the local municipality. The 
I surrounding area is partly privately owned and partly public land. Large-scale on-site activities 
!include tourism, sport fishing, aquaculture and the gathering of shellfish. Small-scale activities
1 include nature conservation, research, commercial fishing, provision of industrial water supply, 
!mineral exploration and urban development. The site is also used as a harbour and as a
!transport route. _ _



I Conservation Measures: A Marine Protection Zone was established in 199 5. This presumes !no development between mean high water mark and the seaward extent of Jersey's territorial: seas, other than for fish farming purposes. Major developments now require a full
1environmental impact assessment under the Island's planning laws. A range of sea fisheries !regulations apply and are enforced across the site. An Oil Spill Contingency Plan is in place.;Alterations to the Island Planning Law and the development of the Conservation of Wildlife! CT ersey) Law 1999 afford the potential for enhanced legal protection of the site. A managementlplan has been proposed. A Coastal Zone Management Strategy is in preparation.

� '.Adverse Factors: No adverse factors currently reported. 
1Site Management: States of Jersey Planning and Environment Committee, States Offices, !South Hill, St. Helier,Jersey C. I.,JE2 4US, UK Tel: +44-1534-25511.
i External Link: :Based on the 2000 Ramsar Information Sheet and the 2002 National Report to the Ramsar 
I j Convention. 



Appendix C 

PLANNING AND BUILDING (JERSEY) LAW 2002 

ANNEX to NOTICE OF INTENTION 

Seymour Tower 

In amplification of the requirement of; 

o Article 51 Paragraph 3(a) to show in relation to each site included on the List which one

or more of the special interests set out in paragraph (2) attaches to the site;

o Article 51 Paragraph 3(b) to describe the site with sufficient particularity to enable it to

be easily identified and;

o Article 51 Paragraph 3(d) to specify any activity, referred to in Article 55 Paragraph (1),

which may be undertaken on the site without the Minister's permission;

the following description supports the Minister for Planning and Environment's view that the site 

known as SeymourH Tower,H which building is situated in GrouvilleH BayH inH theH ParishH ofH

GrouvilleH is of special architectural,HarchaeologicalHandHhistoricalH interest, where there are 

no activities, specified by Article 55 Paragraph (1), which may be undertaken without the 

Minister's permission. 

AbbreviatedH SquareHtowerHwithHgunHbatteryHatH theHbase,HbuiltH1782HonHanHisletHwithH
Description:H historicalHassociationsHdatingHbackHtoHtheH6th century.H

ExpandedH
Description:H

SeymourHTowerH isHbuiltHonHtheH rockyH isletHofH L'AvarisonHsoutheastHofH
LaHRocque.HThereHisHaHtraditionHthatHtheHisletHisHlinkedHwithHStHSampsonH
- aHCelticHsaintHwhoHvisitedHtheHChannelHIslandsHinHtheHsixthHcentury.HA
defensiveHstructureHisHthoughtHtoHhaveHbeenHfirstHbuiltHonHtheHisletHcirca
1540.

SeymourHTowerHisHanHexceptionalHexampleHofHJersey'sHuniqueHformHofH
coastalHdefenceHtower,HdevelopedHbyHSirHHenryHSeymourHConway.H ItHisH
oneHofHtwenty-threeHConwayHtowersHbuiltHbetweenH1778HandH1801H - theH
onlyH oneH toH haveH aH squareH towerH andH oneH ofH onlyH threeH toH beH
constructedHwithHanHintegralHgunHbattery.H

TheH towerH isH squareH andH builtH ofH regularH squaredH andH well-tooledH
blocksH ofH graniteH withH dressedH graniteH aroundH openings.H TheH towerH
wallsHtaperHexternally.HTheHtowerHisHarrangedHonHfourHlevels.H

TheHentranceHdoorH isHraisedHaboveHheadHheightH(originallyHreachedHbyH
removableHladder).HThereH isHaHfinelyHcarvedHkeystoneH 'GRH1782'HaboveH
whichH isH aHwindowHopeningHwithH originalH ironHbarsH inH situ.HAH pairH ofH
timberH doorsH opensH inwardH intoH aH smallH wellH area,H fromH whichH anH
openingHshowsHthroughHintoHtheHmagazineHstoreHbelow.HThereHisHaHstepH
upHintoHtheHentranceHlevel.HTheHwallsHofHtheHroomHareHroughlyHsquaredH
graniteHwithHopeningsHdressedHwithHgraniteHlintelsHandHbrick.HThereHisHaH
circuitHofH loopholesHaroundH theHroomHdesignedHforHmusketeers,H aboveH
whichHareHsmallHwindows.HThereHisHaHfireplaceHinHtheHsouthwestHcornerH
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of the room, with an arched cast iron inset and mortar surround with 
late twentieth century graffiti. 

There is an exposed joist timber ceiling that appears to be a later 
replacement with the original main beam surviving (from which hang 
timber storage racks). Access to the upper level is via a modern 
timber companionway stair. 

The room has a brick floor with thin mortar finish, set into which is a 
hatchway. The wooden hatch door appears to be early and was 
repaired using a plank from a German WWII box - marked 'Reichs ... ' 
The hatchway provides access to magazine stores at lower basement 
level. 

Wooden steps from the hatchway lead down into a 'lobby' area from 
which access is gained to a pair of magazine stores. The 'lobby' has 
granite walls and a brick ceiling. An original timber beam runs the 
length of this space (from which hangs an historic wrought iron lamp 
hook) At the east end of the 'lobby' is an opening at head height, 
leading through to a well by the entrance doors into the tower. 

There is a pair of brick vaulted magazine stores. Both stores are lined 
with brick with a pair of baffled ventilation slots with offset ducts to 
the exterior of the tower. The west magazine has a heavy timber door 
with full width iron strap hinges and sturdy iron bolt There is an 
earthen floor. There are two sets of initials carved into the inside of 
the doorframe. The east magazine has a heavy timber door with later 
bronze door fittings. There is a timber plank floor laid on sand. 

The upper level has walls of roughly squared granite with openings 
dressed with granite lintels and brick. There is a circuit of loopholes 
around the room designed for musketeers, above which are small 
windows. There is a fireplace in the northwest corner of the room -
blocked with modern bricks. There is a wooden plank floor and 
exposed joist ceiling with a pair of iron beams supporting the roof 
platform. Access to roof level is via a modern timber companionway 
stair. 

The stair up to the roof platform climbs into a small wooden cabin 
(now encased in fibreglass). The timbers of the cabin are covered with 
dates and the names of people who have visited the tower since the 
beginning of the twentieth century. 

There is a granite parapet with mortar capping around the top of the 
tower. In the north east corner is a taller loop-holed niche set into the 
width of the parapet, overlooking the battery below. In the southeast 
corner is a rendered chimneystack with a Fareham ware pot. In the 
southwest corner is a rendered chimneystack without a pot. Between 
the stacks is a modern enclosure covering a water tank. 

On the east side of the base of the tower is a battery. The battery has a 
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Additional 
References: 

Owner: 

19 July 2006 

D-shaped plan, low encircling defensive wall of squared granite with
dressed granite copings, and granite paving. The north wall of the
battery continues alongside the tower to provide access to the tower
entrance and steps down onto the rocky islet. A granite step at the
entrance to the battery is carved with a North orientation line.

• Jersey Heritage Trust (2006) Seymour Tower Conservation
Statement

• Brown A & Lane B (2004) Jersey's Historic Coastal
Fortifications, 1700-1850 Environment & Public Services
Committee

• Smith F M (2004) The Conway Towers of Jersey - A
Conservation Study University of Bristol dissertation

• Le Sueur R W (1991) Seymour Tower and its surrounding area
Societe Jersiaise Library ref:M20/3

• Ahier P (1954) The Story of Seymour Tower The Evening Post,
October 1 st 

1954

The Public of the Island of Jersey 
c/o Minister for Treasury and Resources 
Property Holdings 
23 Hill Street 
St Helier 
JE2 4UA 
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Appendix D 
Miscellaneous articles 



Seymour Tower and its Surrounding Area 

A talk given at the Tower on Sunday, September 8th, 1991 by 
R W Le Sueur to a group of walkers being led by Mr Mike 
Stentiford and Mrs Sue Hardy. 

La pecherie a vraic: 

Before reaching the tower, we had looked at four of the Payn vraic marks, the fifth 
disappeared when the tower was built and we looked at the sixth on the way back to 
La Rocque. This is the most difficult of the surviving to find: the first is at the rock 
with a metal post called La Petite Avarison, the second is nearby at Les Perrots, the 
third is at Le Nez Courant at the end of the line of rocks known as Les Grunes 
running SSE from La Petite Avarison. The fourth is on a free-standing rock called 
Les Settes Samson about 400 yards east of the tower and the sixth is about 1,000 
yards north-west of the tower to the east of the main route back to land and about 
300 yards WSW of La Petite Avarison. 

For centuries until the outbreak of the Second World War, the gathering of seaweed 
was closely controlled and the opening of the gathering season in late September 
was traditionally a kind of family picnic with the women baking the currant 'vraic' buns 
and everyone going down to the shore in carts, the men wading out into the sea with 
long forks to gather it in and others taking a special sickle to gather it from the rocks. 

Certain manorial fiefs, however, had ancient rights which did not bind them to the 
regulations affecting ordinary folk. Such rights were held by the owners of Le Manoir 
de la Malletiere, the Malet family owning it in 1223, its first recorded mention; it 
passed by marriage to the Payn family in 1619 and then to the Le Maistres by sale in 
1841, a remarkable story of only three families and only one sale in nearly eight 
hundred years. The owners had certain rights of fishing in an area to the north of 
Seymour Tower, then a rock known as l'Avarison and also rights to gather seaweed 
in the close season, rather like having the right to shoot grouse before August 1ih. 

Could this fact really not have been known to Thomas Labey, whose land adjoined 
that of Le Manoir de la Malletiere when, in March 1747 he found six employees of 
this neighbour, 'le Venerable home Francois Payn', blatantly gathering seaweed, 
presumably in broad daylight, in the close season? He had them arrested but a 
judgement of the Royal Court on April 28th 1747 dismissed the charge and clearly 
confirmed the rights of Francois Payn, something he and his family had long enjoyed. 
It was further decreed that the Court Viscount and other dignitaries should come 
down here, establish the precise limits and mark the bounds with clearly incised 
letters 'P', each of which faces outwards from the area, bounded by a circumference 
of about 1 - 1 ¼ miles. The owners of Le Manoir de la Malletiere were required to 
present their sovereign with three capons for this privilege; I gather it is some time 
since payment has been made in kind but the present Seigneur, Mr Alan Le Maistre, 
still makes an annual cash payment in order to preserve the centuries-old right 
attaching to his property. The letters 'P', as we have seen, remain to this day, or at 
least, five of the original six. The sixth was at the base of the rock on which Seymour 
Tower now stands and cannot now be found, presumably destroyed when the tower 
was built in 1782, thirty-five years after this Court case. 

One must assume that lawyers' fees were no cheaper then, relative to other things 
than they are now and the fighting of this case in the Royal Court is evidence of how 
important vraicing rights were in the economy of the island. 
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GEOLOGYe

Geologistsewilleknowethatethereeareethreeeupperebeachelevelsetoebeefoundearoundeoure
coasts,e theetwoelowereonesemosteclearlyeseeneinetheethree-levelecaveeinetheecoveeateLae
GabourellerieetoetheeeasteofePlemontePointeande inesomeeofe theecaveseatetheeextremee
westerneendeofePlemonte Beach.e Theethirdemayebee seeneateSoutheHilleonetheefaceeofe
theecliffeaboveetheeareaewhereelearneredriverseareetaughtetoereverseeandepark.e

Ite ise note soe generallye knowne thate ae fourth,e ae lowere beache levele existse ande ise verye
occasionallyevisibleeateae pointeaboute300e yardse toetheenorth-westeofe SeymoureTowere
andeonlyewhenethereehasebeeneaelongepredominanceeofesouth-westestormseoverethosee
frometheeeast,eaephenomenonewhichewillecauseeaemovementeinetheesandebanks.e

Ite ise theseesandeandegravelebanksewhichemakee theeareaebetweene theeTowereandethee
shoreesoedangerous.e SeymoureTowereisenoteasefareoutefrometheeshoreease lchoeTowere
ande ite ise ane easiere walke bute deceptivelye riskye preciselye becausee ofe itse undulatinge
natureesoethateyouecanebeedeludedeintoe thinkingethatetheetideelinee isethateseaelappinge
thee beache noedistancee awayeone theeshorewarde sidee ofe youe whereas,e ine fact,e ite hase
swepte arounde thee backe ofe thee banke ande youe aree alreadyesurrounded.e Theree havee
beenemoreedrowningetragedieseandenear-tragedieseinetheeSeymoureareaethaneate lchoe
althoughe ite ise note ase fare frome thee shoree ande theree ise ae cleare sandye walke toe thee
Seymoure Inneslipway.e

HISTORY 

Theeoriginalenameeofe theerockeonewhiche theeTowerestandse ise l'Avarison,e theeorigineofe
whiche ise vague.e Ite coulde comee frome thee worde "l'avarie"e - thee disastere - or,e moree
probablyefrome"l'avallison",eaefloodeoretorrent.e

ThereeiseaelegendaryelinkewitheSteSampson,e theeCelticesaintewhoeisesaidetoehaveevisitede
theeChannele Islandseaseaekindeofe recruitingesergeanteduringetheeBretonetribalewarseofe
theesixthecentury.e SteSampsonewaseaemissionaryerathere thaneaehermiteandeiteseemse
unlikelye thate heewoulde havee attemptede toe establishe himselfe one thise rocke whiche wase
evene lessehabitablee thane theeoneechosenebyeSteHelier.e Possiblye thisewasewhereehise
boategrounded,e somethingewhichewouldehavee involvedehimeineaepatientewaiteuntile thee
tideerose.e Forewhateverereasoneoneeofetheerocksementionedeinethee17e4e7eCourtecaseeise
calledeLeseSetteseSampson,etheefourthemarkedestoneeinetheecircuit.e

FORTIFICATION 

Thereeiseaneunconfirmedestoryethateaefortificationeofesomeekindewasebuilteonethiserocke
aseearlyease1540eandenamedeaftereSireEdwardeSeymour,e theneGovernoreofetheeisland,e
brothereofeJaneeSeymoureandelatereDukeeofeSomerset,e henceetheeSomerseteTowereate
MonteOrgueileCastle.e Ifethiseisetrueeiseinexplicablyeoddethatenoereferenceewasemadeetoe
aeSeymoureoreanyeotheretowerehereeinethee 1747eCourtecase.e Referenceeiseonlyemadee
toetheerockeofel'Avarisoneorel'Avallison.e Ine1742eaneActeofetheeStateseorderederepairsetoe
thee Boulevarde ofemilieue ine Lae Rocquee Bay,e ae boulevarde thene beinge ae ramparte ofe ae
fortifiede place.e Wase ite oute hereeore coulde theye havee beene referringe toe thee forte whiche
stoodewhereetheeBoulevardeflatseateLaeRocqueenowestand?e

Whateiseindisputableeisethatetheepresentetowerewasebuilteine 1782einetheegovernorshipeofe
SireHenryeSeymoure Conwayeandeitewouldeseemeprobableethateheecausede theetoweretoe
perpetuatee hise seconde Christiane name.e Thise constructione wase ae classice casee ofe
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locking the stable door after the horse had bolted because the previous year, on 
January 6th 1781, was the occasion when the French landed at La Rocque having 
come up the Violet Channel nearby. 

It is not certain that a manned fort here would have made all that difference because 
the entire expeditionary force landed at Platte Rocque in the early hours of the 
morning and nothing was heard from the garrisoned fort at Le Boulevard about three 
hundred yards away!!! In fact, the place was empty. The sergeant, a local man, had 
told the guard that as it was Twelfth Night, old Christmas Day, they could all have the 
night off and celebrate with their families!!! 

In March 1803 it was garrisoned by one subaltern, one sergeant, one drummer and 
18 privates. At that time there was also a guardhouse on Pontac Common and when 
a sentry, Daniel Devitt absented himself when on duty, he was sentenced to 800 
lashes with a cat-a-nine-tails. 

By 1806 General Don was making sure the occupants did not all take nights off as 
half-hourly signals had to be sent to show all was well. 12 lbs of candles a month 
were necessary to produce the lights. In a report of 1809, General Don wrote: 

"The Tower is situated on the right flank of Grouville Bay, two miles in the sea 
from High Water Mark; it commands the entrance into the Bay and is seen by 
all the sentries posted along the shore from Mont Orgueil Castle to Platte 
Rocque, an extent of about three miles." 

His distance was wrong. It is a mere 2 kms or 1 ¼ miles from La Rocque Point but 
the La Conchiere Beacon, which can be reached with difficulty on an exceptionally 
low spring tide, is 4 kms or 2½ miles, in a direct line and more as you walk it. 

For the militarily minded, in 1812/17 as the Napoleonic Wars approached their end 
and in their immediate aftermath, Seymour Tower was equipped with two 24-pounder 
guns. In 1847, by when one would have thought any immediacy of a French threat 
might have been thought to have been over, there was a gun carriage and two 32-
pounders. 

In 1923, the Tower was bought by the States of Jersey for £120 and is now leased by 
the Defence Committee. 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION ON THE AREA: 

The 'Dorcas': 
On December 28th

, 1826 a cutter called 'Dorcas' was sunk and the bodies of three of 
the crew were picked up on March 31st of the following year, three months later. Two 
men from La Rocque out fishing in their boat had heard the cries and had seen a fire 
on board, had assumed it was a supernatural apparition and had fled!! 

Horses: 
Fresh in our minds is the story of Mrs Barthorp and friend and their horses but that 
was not the first time a horse was up on the platform. In the early years of this 
century a Francis Nicolas, a carter, was sent fro gravel, got bogged down and could 
not extricate the cart. He took the horse out of the shafts and led it up the steps and 
brought it down again the next day; possibly a cart horse was less neurotic than the 
more highly-bred riding horses. 
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Wartime tragedy: 
Of the many tragedies in this area, one is particularly ironic. After the Normandy 
landings in 1944 and the subsequent liberation of the Cotentin Peninsula a number of 
people made their escape in small boats from the La Rocque area. The Germans 
became very strict on fishing and for some months all boats had to be brought up on 
shore and no one was allowed to put to sea. Seymour Tower was garrisoned by a 
small number of German soldiers and one group, after being relieved, set out rather 
late to walk back to shore. They were overtaken by the tide and clambered on to a 
high rock. The La Rocque fishermen could see them clearly and, although they were 
'the enemy', could not stand idly by and see them drown in cold blood when the 
means of rescue were to hand. However the duty officer at La Rocque, doubtless 
fearful of higher authority, refused to let them launch the boat and the bodies were 
later picked up with full equipment at low tide. 

Art: 
This area has captured the imagination of several Jersey artists, in particular, in our 
own time, of Derek Crow and Michael Richecoeur. They have captured the sense of 
space and freedom of what is, at low tide, Jersey's largest wilderness, a place of 
rock, sand, of rushing water and magic. Will it every disappear as the land-hungry 
planners build dykes from La Collette to the Sambue Rocks, to the lcho Islet and 
then here? It is up to YOU as citizens to prevent them. 
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.. J, __ Wreck,;-

;. cutter called Dore� WM sunk 
on .the rcck5 at La Vn1·1so:i 
(another vnrlnnt of the sprllln�l 
on. the 28th of December. 18�6. 
The badies -ol three men were I �"�:r .pieced .1p on March 31.�t. 
J 8 ., ,  -The story goes thnt two 1 
me-n Crom La Rocque heard t.h!" 
cr1;� a! th'! sea.men nnd notlr.�d
I\ •• ,e on conrd. The. Ln Roen•. , .  
'�;n /;}re o�·�rtnke!n_ \\'Jth fright. J 
1...ag .... n, that what ·the•; hnd I sern wns someth!n;r .!Uperriat'Ural 
and satled a·.vay qmckly back to 
the ha\·en at La Rocque. 

On 1lovemher 26, 1850, a' "\\,r!ck 
was observed n!ar the S'eymcu:-
7:ower ··by the " South ·,·�.-e�!trn '' 
s:.earner _rettir!l!ng ttom · Fre.nre 
The rnast.,wn..-; abou� t.�·eh·e !eei 
ubo1,·e the �.rat.i!r and had ever7 
npp,aranc� o! a beai:on. The 
m_..,·sten· or this shipwreck: wkL"I 
neva,· sol·:ed. 
I IORSE src:-.:T SIGIIT TUCRE 

So1!1� time d!.lrin;; th1s. ce:1t�r-: 
n hn·.-� nor. as }'!:, bef!n abl, tO 
�r� the prec:5e date) l\U.j F'rnnc:s 
�tc;)la5, a ca:ter empioyed by the 
r.:m _o!_Le :\lier�, -wa.s sent. to ;tet 

o land o! gravel In' the 'Ylclnlty o! 
L',\ varlson when the cart became 
bogged . in the . gravel. and the 
horse could  proceed no further. 
�tr.·· Nicolas untraced . the .horse 
nnd led lt up to the parapet ol 
the Tower where he stayed the 
night \t.·J th the an!mal. Next dar, 
when the Ude had receded. Mr. 
Nicola.� brought the horse back 
to the shore much to the relief or 
thc.se who had �.-nnessed the 
episode through their glasses. 

The Rev. · E. Durell In his 
" Historical Sl<etch al Jersey " 
<p. 147) wrote ,.:.. 

Joined to Franc� ? 
" It ls from· this rock ·ttu,t 

a shoaly bottom ls supposed to 
exlH to Fl'an!:e and that there 
Is this pl!tce at which, II  ever, 
Jersey "·as separated from France 
nr.d the Continent. 

" Accord!ng to Capt. Robert 
White·, chart. the soundings In 
the intermediate dlstnnce do not 
averttge more t.!1an six or teven 
!athom.s.', • 

SlR ED. S£1',1/0L'R 
Photograph of painting bit Senett and ·spears 
r··· 
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Mr. ·Ahie r 's 
A rticie 
I always read ll1r. Pht!ip Ahler;.s 

historical article� ?:IU, · great 
lntertst and very rMelr find �ny 

' lnaccurac:es - his knowledge o! 
j :,,ost of the !tibJr.ct., on ,:h1ch he

,vr,te., I s  lar greater than mine -
but I Mn A frald that tn Thurt· 
day'• artlcles on !cho Tower he 
sllpP!d up once or twict, 

Surely It iva� 
Seymour ? 

ha.d been g1,·c11 by •he occupying i 
authorities thR� nil fl5hlng-boa!..'l .I 
were to u• brought nshore. In ·, 
spite of seveml o! tile La Rocque 

I fisherman, who couldn't stnnd b·,• 
snd sei, m•n drown before theii· 
eyes, pleading with omc�rs nt the 
npnrest posts to be aUo'.\·ed to 
ln.nnch a boat. p�rm1�"°1on WM l refused. Tne bodies with · full 
r.quipment., '\\'C'T� picke:1 up o.t Jo"'·� 
tldo:: at the foot of the reek on 
whlch thty had stnod. 

Occupation Story 
There is cr.e rathP.-r ai;nn�!ng 

The first 11 ta::emPnt whJeh l story ln co:-inrctlon wah the Ion.·� 
questbn wn.s the .re�or:. quo�ed v:��t!" fisherman at th� to';\·er
from th� 1 1  Jersej' Times " about du:��g that t!mc. In spite or the
�er. Le Ores Qnd h!s thrre sons German o:-der that. th�y could noi 
�·ho had · been �and-eellng in cor1t1nce t!.".etr p:acttc� o! spend­
Grom·il\e BdY and, cut off bv the Ing . �-�k..,.:i.c!s on Icho, they c!id 
t!d�. had tak�n re!n5e on "Echo" I 

go dn;i.-n thrr�
. 
a te�· tlme-s in onf:"s

. Tower. Surf1y this �-ould have a!'ld ,t<-'·cs and aa met at t-he to�;er. 
been. much more lik?lr to be pur�ng ':he n:ght they wouid set 
se;,mour To-xer if th:!Y �.-�re 1n "\�ir �ets and go to _th�m on the
Grou,·Hle Bay. l knmv u�at ft wn.s !ouowing days and n.:ght.s, retum-

·,1 th! " Jers,y Tirr.P.s " re::mrt fer ing to the towe:- a.fte�e.rds. On
9.'hich l!r. Aht�r cannot. be one occasmn when the1,• were at 

1 blamed but I \\·ould hli-.-e expected Ute nets in the day:tlme the
I him to query· lt. · Germa1:s chose the: particular 
: day· :o puT.. ln some artiH�n-
i .  No Re•iden t& practice and used the tower and 

I Mr . .  · Ahler ·men,· 1on.• •.hat· the surround!ng rocks a� targets. 
"" Ther� .,,.as nothing tlse tor It but 

Gecmans took over the tower !or :.he thhermen to make tor the· 
I and removed the tena,,t.,· who shore q�!ckly.

had to take a"'"Y their · b•long-
lngs very hurried!,, gi1•ing the No Pant& / 
impres.sion that people were Uv­
lng:. there, and says that the 
Oerma.n., occ,xp!ed It in the\r 
stead.' As !ar as I kno1\' the 
tenants were a few enthusiastic 
Jow-•;ater l\shermen who occa­
. slonaUy spent, and still spend � 
week-end at the tower tor the 
.pµrpose or setting nets and were 
told . by the Germans that they 

. had to dlscontlnue the practice 
�and bring · their , gear• a.shore. 
.The. Oermans never, to my know­

; ledge, occupled the toi·er them­
. selves. 

' The Drowned 
Germ ans 

t Re Mr. Ahl�r·• ston· about t1vo 
.derman, who were · cut of! r111 . 

' their way back from Icho Tower 
iand drowned. tt "'"' . not Icho 
: !rom �·h!ch they ,vere returning 
·but . ·s,;mour Tower, and there
,were ce.rtalnly more than two. If 
: n\y memor; serves me arlght tt.ere 1 : were tour o! them �nd they "'ere . 
rail ' drllwned Ju�t 11.s Mr. Ahler 
. deserlbeis. At that tlme orders -n � . . 

;: 

One o! the part\- had left the 
t-0wt-r att:red in on11· his shirt and 
a palr . ot knee-boots. He wasn't 
fussy about his dress. as It wa.. 
somewl:a.t unusual to meet any of 
the opposite sex down among the 
roc_!Cs there at that; tlme. On this 
occas!on he regretted hl� scanty 
garb. for he had I to cycle right 
back t-0 Trin!ty Just M he was. A! 
a matter !)f fact he was ,ucky to 
hll ve on as much as· he had tor I 
have been do\\n around lcho with 
him during the Dccupation·when. ·, 

· the weather bemg rather hot, he 
I discarded, cveryth:ng excep� hi! 

knee-boots and was to be seen 
searching !or lobsters and congers . 
among the rocks, looklng, as he 
hl.-nsell sa!d, l!ke Adam in gum-
boots. 
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LA PECHERIE A VRAIC 
ET A POISSON PROCHE LA VARISON 

by 

A. LE B. MCGUGAN

The 1907 Annual Bulletin records the visits of members of the Societe Jersiaise to a 
number of historical sites in the island including Le Manoir de la Malletiere, also known as 
La Maison des Pres, where members of the Societe were warmly welcomed by the owner 
Peter Charles Le Maistre. 

The article recounts a history of the fief from 1223, when it belonged to the Malet 
family, to its passing by marriage· to the Payn family in 1619 and its sale to Pierre Le Maistre 
in 1841. 

Une Pecherie a Vraic et a Poisson 

The Seigneurs de la Malletiere had the privilege of 'une pecherie a vraic et a poisson' 
situated near the rock called l' Avarison in the Bay of Grouville. The origin of this right 
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PLATE 1 Alan Le Maistre pointing to the first mark 

Pt,-.TF.. 2 The second mark near L'Avarison 
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PLATE 3 The third mark at the end of Les Grunes 

f 

PLATE 4 With Edmond Le Clercq �t Les Scttcs Samson 
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was not known but it was clearly established by a judgement of the Royal Court of 
28th April, 1747. The owner of the manor had to pay to the sovereign " ... trois chapons 
dus a cause de la pecherie a vraic et a poisson proche La Varison (sic) telle qu' elle est bornee 
et limitee". The Royal Court confirmed the fishing and vraicing rights of the Venerable 
Homme Fran�ois Payn which he and his forebears had long enjoyed. In order to avoid 
future disputes it ordered the Vicomte and experts to repair to the place and there establish 
the limits with the Procureur du Roi, the Constable of Grouville and the Procureur du 
Bien Public of that parish. 

The Depute Vicomte recorded the meeting of13th May, 1747 when the limits of the 
fishing and vraicing rights were specified. The Cour du Samedi ordered the ratification 
of the record of the Depute Vicomte and the report of the experts. This report was 
particularly interesting as it gave the names of rocks in the area surrounding l' Avarison. 
The letter P on some of these rocks marked the area where the Payn family had the 
exclusive right to fish and cut vraic outside the dates allowed for the general public. 
In April, 1747, Thomas Lahey, Centenier of Grouville and the Procureur du Roi, had 
brought an action in the Royal Court against Venerable Homme Frarn;:ois Payn, claiming 
that Clement Queree and five others had been summoned to pay a fine " ... pour avoir ete 
au vraicq (sic) contre les ordres." Each January the dates for the abandon des vraics, that is, 
dates when the right to cut vraic was allowed to the general public, were decided in the 
Royal Court on recommendations from the parish assemblies, and corresponded with 
suitable tides in March and July. The honorary police of the parishes enforced the law 
and ensured that no one cut vraic outside these dates. The regulations did not however 
apply to the ancient rights of certain fiefs, and so the judgment of 1747 established that the 
holder of the fief was not bound by the regulations affecting the general public. 

L'Avarison 1988 

The days of competition for cut vraic have long passed but the Le Maistre family of La 
Maison des Pres still take an interest in the ancient pecherie. Each Good Friday they make 
an expedition to Seymour Tower in a tractor-drawn trailer. On a previous expedition 
they had found two rocks marked with a P, one at La Petite Avarison and the other on the 
rock near it mentioned in the 1747 ruling. On Good Friday, 1988, no further marks were 
found so a further expedition was made when it was hoped the local knowledge of 
Edmund Le Clercq would ensure greater success. Using the Acte (Bull. Ann. Soc. Jersiaise 
1907, 6(2), 216) as a guide, and starting from La Petite Avarison and the rock to the east of 
it where the first two Ps are marked he identified the Charriere entre les Grunes which 
leads to the Ruel des Ronds Banes to the west of the rock called Roches Forts or Perrots. 
Following the Ruel and keeping to the east of the Grunes des Sablons the last of these flat 
rocks is reached near to and to the north-west of a rock called Le Nez Courant, and on the 
last of the Grunes a P is clearly marked. Going south and across the curved bank 
surrounding La Fosse de la Pescherie (sic) and then south-eastward the rock called Les 
Settes Samson is reached. A P is marked on the side of it. A straight channel leads to the 
Charriere de l'Est where there should be a further mark on a boulder on the east side and 
near to La Grande Avar.ison. Unfortunately this P cannot be found and may have been 
effaced when Seymour Tower was rebuilt. 
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PLATE 5 Alan Le Maistre at Passage des Chaux Sablons with La Petite Avarison in the background 

The Rocher a Mullet to the north-west and eight perches away from La Grande 
A varison is easy to identify but it took a further expedition to find the sixth and last mark. 

In the 1747 description Les Runs is placed north-west of Le Mullet where today's 
fishermen would say it was further to the south-west. There is a bane to the north-west 
from the foot of which the Charriere de Haut comes to a rock called le Passage des Chaux 
Sablons near to rocks called Les Tas de Pois. On the west side of Le Passage des Chaux 
Sablons a P is clearly marked. Le Banc de la Petite A varison leads back to the start at La 
Petite Avarison completing a rough circle of about one and a quarter miles. 

Today when we see only an occasional load of vraic it is difficult to imagine a time 
when there was intense competition to gather this rich fertilizer. The ordinary 
parishioners probably resented the rights of its fiefs and gave whole-hearted support to the 
Officiers des Vraics who were striving to ensure an equitable division of the harvest. 

There is still much information, both written and spoken, to be obtained about 
vraicing round our coasts. Information, comments, stories and references and written 
material from any sources would be most welcome. 
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Appendix E 
Glossary of building conservation terminology 

Extract from section 4 of BS 7913: 1998 Guide to the principles of the conservation of 
historic buildings (BSI, 1998): 

NOTE. The terms defined are those which can be regarded as having precise or technical 
meanings in the context of building conservation. No definitions are offered for such general 
terms as refurbishment, rehabilitation or renovation. 

alteration 
Work the object of which is to change or improve the function of a building or 
artefact or to modify its appearance. 

archaeology 
Scientific study and interpretation of the past, based on the uncovering, 
retrieval, recording and interpretation of information from physical evidence. 
NOTE 1. Archaeological evidence in buildings is as likely to be visible or concealed in the 
superstructure as below the ground. 
NOTE 2. Archaeological investigation can be destructive. 

conservation 
Action to secure the survival or preservation of buildings, cultural artefacts, 
natural resources, energy or any other thing of acknowledged value for the 
future. 
NOTE. Where buildings or artefacts are involved, such actions should avoid significant loss of 
authenticity or essential qualities. 

conservation area 
Area of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance 
of which is desirable to preserve or enhance. 

conversion 
Alteration, the object of which is a change of use of a building or artefact, from 
one use or type to another. 

design 
Abstract concept of a building or artefact. It can exist in the mind or on paper 
and if realised, it can be represented in the building or artefact itself. 
NOTE. The design of a building can be original and unaltered, or it can be a composite made 
up of a series of successive designs. 

fabric 
Physical material of which a building or artefact is made. 
NOTE. Its state at any particular time will be a product of the original design and of everything 
to which it has been subject in the course of its history, including deliberate alterations based 
on well considered secondary or subsequent designs, careless changes, the effects over time 
of weather and use, damage and decay. 

intervention 
Any action which has a physical effect on the fabric of a building or artefact. 



maintenance 
Routine work necessary to keep the fabric of a building, the moving parts of 
machinery, grounds, gardens or any other artefact, in good order. 

preservation 
State of survival of a building or artefact, whether by historical accident or 
through a combination of protection and active conservation. 

protection 
Provision of legal restraints or controls on the destruction or damaging of 
buildings or artefacts, natural features, systems, sites, areas or other things of 
acknowledged value, with a view to their survival or preservation for the 
future. 
NOTE. Any intervention or work likely to affect the essential qualities of a building or its 
character, land or anything which is legally protected would normally require a consent to be 

obtained through a procedure established by the relevant legislation. 

rebuilding 
Remaking, on the basis of a recorded or reconstructed design, a building or 
part of a building or artefact which has been irretrievably damaged or 
destroyed. 

reconstruction 
Re-establishment of what occurred or what existed in the past, on the basis of 
documentary or physical evidence. 
NOTE. The strength of this evidence determines how accurate or hypothetical the 
reconstruction is. 

repair 
Work beyond the scope of regular maintenance to remedy defects, significant 
decay or damage caused deliberately or by accident, neglect, normal 
weathering or wear and tear, the object of which is to return the building or 
artefact to good order, without alteration or restoration. 
NOTE. Most repair work should be anticipated and planned, but occasionally it can be 
required in response to a specific event, such as a storm or accident. 

replication 
Making an exact copy or copies of a building or artefact. 

restoration 
Alteration of a building, part of a building or artefact which has decayed, been 
lost or damaged or is thought to have been inappropriately repaired or altered 
in the past, the objective of which is to make it conform again to its design or 
appearance at a previous date. 
NOTE. The accuracy of any restoration depends on the extent to which the original design or 
appearance at a previous date is known, or can be established by research. 

reversibility 
Concept of work to a building, part of a building or artefact being carried out in 
such a way that it can be reversed at some future time, without any significant 
damage having being done. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 In the absence of statutory guidance the Jersey Heritage Trust has 
developed its own protocol for archaeological work. 

1.2 The purpose of this document is to set out the methods to be employed 
and the standards to be achieved when undertaking works of an 
archaeological nature at JHT sites. 

1.3 The protocol mirrors standard practice in England and encompasses 
the draft Supplementary Planning Guidance - The Historic 
Environment. 

2. STATUTORY, POLICY AND ADVISORY FRAMEWORK

2.1 The Island Planning (Jersey) Law, 1964 (as amended) Article 12 
Protection of Sites of Special Interest 
Site of Special Interest Permission is required from the Environment & 
Public Services Committee for the following works to an SSI: 

• the demolition of a building or its alteration or extension in any manner
which would seriously affect its character;

• the use or operation of any device designed or adapted for detecting or
locating any metal or mineral in the ground;

• the insertion of a probe into the surface of an SSI;
• the digging of any hole on an SSI;
• the excavation in an SSI;
• the removal of any sand, stone, gravel, earth or rock from an SSI.

The sites and monuments in the care of the JHT are either designated 
as Sites of Special Interest (SSI) or registered as proposed Sites of 
Special Interest (pSSI). Whichever the case all sites will be treated as 
designated. 

2.2 Jersey Island Plan (2002) - Policies relevant to Archaeology 
• G11 Sites of Special Interest
• G 12 Archaeological Resources
• G13 Buildings and Places of Architectural and Historic Interest

2.3 Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance - The Historic 
Environment 
The SPG provides support to the policy framework set out in the Jersey 
Island Plan 2002 and is intended to ensure that the historic 
environment, including the archaeological and built heritage, is a 
material consideration in planning decisions, that those decisions are 
informed and reasonable, and that the impact of development on the 
historic environment is sustainable. 

2.4 International Conventions -Jersey has ratified the Convention for the 
Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe (Granada 1985) and 



the European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological 
Heritage (Revised) (Valletta 1992). 
The conventions place obligations on member states to introduce 
legislative, policy and other measures to protect the archaeological and 
architectural heritage. 

2.5 Other GuJdance - It is the-intention of the JHT to take into account 
best current practice from other jurisdictions especially English 
Heritage, Institute of Field Archaeologists, Council for British 
Archaeology etc. (see bibliography). 

2.6 Conservation Plans - Work must be considered in the light of policies 
set out in Conservation Plans which provide site-specific guidance. 

3. DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT (DBA)

3.1 A programme of assessment of the known or potential archaeological
resource. It consists of a collation of existing written, graphic,
photographic and electronic information in order to identify the likely
character, extent, quality and worth of the known or potential
archaeological resource. This will inform the requirement for, and
scope of, any non-intrusive or intrusive surveys.

3.2 On a large complex site like Mont Orgueil Castle a phased programme
of evaluation is adopted, with each stage informing the next.

3.3 The OBA should be submitted to the Planning department who will
decide whether further information is needed in order to make an
informed decision regarding the archaeological resource.

3.4 All work should be carried out with reference to the IFA Standard and
Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment.

3.5 Consultation
The JHT aims to ensure involvement and support from those other
organisations which have an interest in the project.

3.6 SSI permissions are automatically referred to the Archaeology Section
of the SJ for comment.

3.7 Also consideration is given at this stage to seeking any additional
academic guidance needed.

4. MITIGATION PLAN

4.1 This is required to demonstrate that primary consideration has been
given to mitigating loss by the appropriate design of foundations and
other interventions prior to determination.



4.2 Where archaeological remains are present but preservation in situ is 
not appropriate, we must make appropriate provision for the 
implementation of a programme of archaeological investigation in 
accordance with the specification produced by the Planning 
Committee. 

5. PROJECT DESIGN

5.1 Required to submit a project design to the planning department. This 
comprises a comprehensive document describing the background to 
the project, listing aims and objectives, describing the methodologies 
and resources to be employed and the form of reporting and archiving 
(EH 1991 ). The project design will also include appropriate risk 
assessment( s ). 

5.2 Project designs are to be produced for each stage of 
evaluation/mitigation works in response to a brief /specification 
produced by the planning department. 

6. METHODS STATEMENT

6.1 The proposed data collection methods should be described, making 
clear why those advocated are the most appropriate and will best 
ensure that the data collected can fulfil the projects aims. 

7. ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION

7.1 Excavation will examine and record the archaeological resource within 
a specified area (usually areas that contain significant archaeological 
deposits, but do not warrant preservation in situ) using appropriate 
methods and practices. These must satisfy the stated aims of the 
project (Project Design) and detailed in the brief/specification produced 
by the planning department. 
It will result in one or more published accounts and an ordered, 
accessible archive. 

7.2 A unique site code is issued by the JHT. 

7.3 All work should be carried out with reference to the IFA Standard and 
Guidance for Archaeological Excavation (1995, revised 2001 ). 

8. ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF

8.1 In some cases where pre-determination evaluation has shown that 
archaeological remains are expected to be sparse, poorly preserved 



and are not significant enough to require preservation in situ or by 
detailed investigation and record, the Planning department may still 
require archaeological monitoring to be undertaken. 
The scale and scope of archaeological monitoring can vary according 
to circumstances and are subject to a brief provided by the department. 

8.2 In certain circumstances remains found during a watching brief may 
require detailed investigation, analysis, publication and archiving. 

8.3 On completion of the watching brief a programme of post-excavation 
will be undertaken, culminating in the publication of the results of the 
investigations and deposition of the site archive. 

8.4 All work should be carried out with reference to the IFA Standard and 
Guidance for Archaeological Watching Brief ( 1994, revised 2001 ). 

9. BUILDING INVESTIGATION AND RECORDING

9.1 Preservation by record will be required by condition (planning) where
features of interest are likely to be exposed during the works or where
damage is unavoidable, or in the case of the removal or covering up of
features.
The mitigation will be a full written and graphic record of the
investigation.

9.2 The work will be undertaken by properly experienced
archaeologist/building investigators and conducted according to a brief
agreed with the Planning department.

9.3 The product of the investigation and recording of the building will be an
illustrated report and published account of any discoveries

9.4 All work should be carried out with reference to the IFA Standard and
Guidance for the archaeological investigation and recoding of standing
buildings or structures.

10. POST-EXCAVATION

10.1 On completion of the fieldwork a programme of post-excavation will be 
undertaken, culminating in the publication of the results of the 
investigations and deposition of the site archive. 

10.2 A post excavation assessment should be carried out after completion 
of the fieldwork and site archive to access the potential for further 
analysis and publication. 

10.3 Proposals for work to be carried out will be expressed as an updated 
project design 



11. COLLECTION, DOCUMENTATION, CONSERVATION AND

RESEARCH OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

11.1 All finds and samples should be treated in a proper manner and to 
standards agreed by the JHT. 

11.2 JHT must make available a copy of its Acquisition Policy and Collection 
Management Plan. This will include recommendations on the content 
and presentation of the archive, the selection and retention of material, 
standards for documentation, packaging and conservation 
requirements, storage grants to be charged and arrangements for 
transfer of ownership and copyright issues. 

11.3 The Curator of Archaeology to be responsible for all archaeological 
finds. 

11.4 At the end of each investigation artefacts and samples to be taken off 
site by the Curator of archaeology - usually to La Hougue Bie. 

11.5 The Curator of Archaeology to arrange for appropriate cleaning, 
marking and storage, with the assistance of the Societe Jersiaise 
Archaeology Section. 

11.6 The Project Archaeologist/Curator of Archaeology to inform the JHT 
Conservator of any conservation requirements. 

11.7 All work should be carried out with reference to the IFA Standard and 
Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research 
of archaeological material. Best practice is also represented in the 
UKIC Conservation Guidelines No 2 and English Heritage Centre for 
Archaeology Guidelines. 

12. PUBLICATION AND DISSEMINATION

12.1 Technical reports detailing the results of the various stages of 
evaluation will be required for approval by the Planning department. A 
programme of appropriate analysis and publication will form part of that 
requirement. 
This is likely to take the form of an Assessment report and updated 
project design. A summary of the result will be required for inclusion in 
the Heritage Environment Database. 

12.2 The JHT will seek to ensure the prompt dissemination of all work. The 
project archaeologist is responsible for the analysis and publication of 
the data. While exercising this responsibility they shall enjoy 
consequent rights of primacy. However failure to prepare or publish the 



results within 10 years of completion of fieldwork shall be construed as 
a waiver of such rights. 

12.3 There is a presumption in favour of publication locally (Ann. Bull. Soc. 
Jersiaise). 

12.4 Consideration will also be given to more wider publications, through the 
JHT website and exhibitions. 

13. ARCHIVE DEPOSITION

13.1 JHT must make provision for the archival storage of artefacts retrieved 
during archaeological investigation together with associated written and 
drawn archives. 

13.2 A copy of all reports should be deposited with the Planning department 
for the Heritage Environment Database, SJ Library and the SJAS 
library. 

13.3 The archive must be treated and packed in accordance with 
requirements of the JHT Curator of Archaeology, Conservator and 
Archivist. 

14. STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS

14.1 All staff including volunteers must be suitably qualified and experienced 
for their project role. . 

14.2 All staff and volunteers must be fully briefed and aware of the work 
required under the specification and must understand the aims and 
methodologies of the project. 

14.3 The site director should preferably be a corporate member of the IFA or 
equivalent. 

14.4 The JHT Site Resource Officer will maintain a digital photographic 
archive of all works in progress. 

15. HEALTH AND SAFETY

15.1 All work is to be carried out in accordance with the latest Health and 
Safety legislation and good practice. 

16. REFERENCES

• The Island Planning (Jersey) Law, 1964, as amended



• Island Plan Policies G11, G12, G13
• Supplementary Planning Guidance - The Historic Environment (draft)
• Granada Convention 1985
• Valetta Convention 1992
• Institute of Field Archaeologists 1994 Standards and Guidance, By­

Laws
• Institute of Field Archaeologists 1-006 Code of Conduct
• Institute of Field Archaeologists Code of Approved Practice for the

Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology
• Institute of Field Archaeologists 1992 Guidelines for Finds Work
• English Heritage Management of Archaeological Projects 1991
• Museums and Gallery Commission 1992 Standards in the Museum

Care of Archaeological Collections.
• Society of Museum Archaeologists 1992 Guidelines on the Selection

Retention and Display of Archaeological Collections.
• Society of Museum Archaeologists 1995 Towards an Accessible

Archaeological Archive
• Museum Documentation Association and Society Museum

Archaeologists 2000 Standards in Action : Working with Archaeology
• United Kingdom Institute for Conservation 1990 Guidelines for the

Preparation of Excavation Archives for long-term storage.
• Association of County Archaeological Officers 1993 Model Briefs and

Specifications for Archaeological Assessments and Field Evaluations
• Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers 1997

Analysis and Recording for the Conservation and Control of Works to
Historic Buildings

• Clark, K 1999 Conservation Plans in Action
• Clark K 2001 Informed Conservation
• ICOMOS 1990 Guide to Recording Historic Buildings
• Museum of London 1990 Archaeological Site Manual
• Dixon, P & Kennedy, J 2002 Mont Orguei/ Castle Conservation Plan
• Jersey Heritage Trust Mont Orgueil Castle Development Strategy
• Council for British Archaeology- Various fact sheets



Appendix/G/

States of Jersey 
Forts and Towers Project 

Seymour Tower 

j'ersey _,.....,, ......... 
Heritage Trust 

Policies, Codes of Conduct, Procedures and Guidance 
31/ October/2006/

1. Background

The/aims/of/the/Forts/and/Towers/Project/are/to/make/Island/heritage/
accessible/to/more/people,/to/safeguard/historic/structures/and/to/
promote/tourism/by/providing/unique/self-catering/accommodation./

Seymour Tower in the Royal Bay of Grouville is one of ten States-owned 
historic buildings that are being given a new lease of life by the Jersey 
Heritage Trust (JHT). The £800,000 project is being largely funded by 
£590,000 from the Tourism Development Fund. In addition Transport and 
Technical Services are undertaking £145,000 of stonemasonry work with the 
remainder being met from an estimated annual hire income of £96,000. 

The purpose of this document is to inform interested parties and the public as 
to how the JHT intends to manage the use of the landmark tower in the heart 
of the eastern section of Jersey's 32.1 sq km Ramsar site - one of the largest 
intertidal reef sites in Europe. 

It was compiled in consultation with public and private organisations and 
interested and experienced members of the public, including Transport and 
Technical Services, Jersey Harbours, Jersey Fire and Rescue, the States 
Police, the Health and Safety at Work Inspectorate, Jersey Tourism, the 
Environment Department, offshore tower users, fishermen, and leisure 
providers. 

The isolated location of Seymour Tower, in an area of internationally­
recognised environmental importance, is the major consideration in the uses 
deemed appropriate by the JHT. 

During the highest spring tides of the year, the sea recedes almost as far from 
the tower as the tower itself stands from the Island. For the ill-informed and 
unprepared a low water expedition can be fraught with dangers, but for those 



who make sure they are aware of tide times and the risks of leaving it too late 
to return to the shore, exploring the marine wilderness of Jersey's south-east 
coast is a safe and relaxing pursuit. 

The Trust is also mindful of the tower's and the area's cultural and social 
significant for generations of Jersey residents. If Islanders have not 
personally enjoyed the delights of low water fishing they will know someone 
who has, as this activity has been a part of Island life since man first learned 
to fish. 

The JHT recognises the difficulties and conflicts in the project but believes 
that with the assistance of other organisations and the help of key individuals 
in the community, access can be managed in such a way as to achieve the 
core aims of not only the Forts and Towers Project but also the JHT and those 
who care about Seymour Tower and the traditions of Island life. 

Management issues are general to the offshore towers - in due course 
proposed public uses of lcho Tower will be considered - and as this 
document is designed to be a 'living' document - to be amended from the 
experiences of tower users - the JHT continues to welcome genuine input 
from interested parties to produce best practice operating procedures for each 
of these sites. 

The JHT recognises that overuse and/or inappropriate use could threaten the 
environmental and cultural significance of the historic buildings entrusted into 
its care by the States. In developing access to sites such as Seymour Tower, 
the JHT is committed to promoting uses that are not detrimental to the shared 
values of the partners in the Forts and Towers Project and the public interest. 

The JHT also recognises the public right of access in order to enjoy the area 
and the buildings, which are, after all, in public ownership. 

In pursuing this project on behalf of the States, the Jersey Heritage Trust has 
the following aims: 

• To help people enjoy the buildings and the surrounding
landscape.

• To ensure that access to the buildings is in principle open to
everyone.

• To ensure that access to the buildings is safe.
• To ensure that use does not compromise the special quality of the

place.

2. Significance of the building

Seymour Tower is an exceptional example of Jersey's unique form of coastal 
defence tower, developed by Sir Henry Seymour Conway (appointed 
Governor in 1772). It is a square tower with a gun battery at the base. 



Seymour Tower was built in 1782 as a direct response to the failed French 
invasion a year earlier when Major Francis Pierson's men defeated Baron de 
Rullecourt's forces in the Royal Square. 

To prevent a repeat of the events of January 1781, it was decided to build a 
tower on the high water mark on L'Avarison islet. Situated on the right flank of 
the Royal Bay of Grouville, it commanded the entrance to the bay and could 
be seen by all the sentries posted along the shore from Mont Orgueil Castle to 
Platte Rocque. 

This document is informed by a conservation statement developed by the 
JHT's Conservation Advisory Group. That statement describes the 
significance of Seymour Tower and sets out policies for protecting the 
building. Membership comprises representatives of the Societe Jersiaise, 
National Trust for Jersey, Channel Islands Occupation Society and Planning 
and Environment. Seymour Tower has been designated by Planning as a 
Site of Special Interest and any work undertaken by the JHT is in accordance 
with the relevant guideline and requirements. 

3. Significance of the area

Seymour and lcho towers are contained within a Ramsar site. The Ramsar 
Convention on Wetlands, signed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971, is an 
intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for national action and 
international co-operation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and 
their resources. There are presently 152 Contracting Parties to the 
Convention, with 1609 wetland sites, totalling 145.8 million hectares, 
designated for inclusion in the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International 
Importance. 
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The following description of the area is taken from the designation 
documentation: 



'The site (total area 32. 1 sqkm) comprises various habitats; reefs, boulder fields, mud, sandy 
and shingle shores not covered by water at low tide, combined with shallow tidal lagoons, 
seagrass beds and a constellation of outlying reefs. One of the largest intertidal reef sites in 
Europe. A maximum spring tide range of 12 metres exposes in excess of 17.5sqkm of wave 
cut rock platforms, extensive areas of reef at varying elevations, expansive rocky shores and 
a complex system of soft substrate gullies. The area also features a large, shallow, 
depositing, soft sediment bay, containing Zostera (seagrass) meadows, which provide 
important winter habitat for nationally important populations of waders and wildfowl. These 
factors, combined with Jersey's biogeographical position produce great biodiversity, a rich 
and diverse range of biotopes and some uncommon species assemblages. The flora and 
fauna is characterised by limit-of-range species at the northern and southern margins of their 
distributions that are not present on shores either to the north or south respectively. Fishing 
within the site, is of great cultural, social and traditional importance to the population of 
Jersey. To the north of the site lies Gorey Harbour a small port used principally for 
recreational boating. To the west of the site lies St Helier, Jersey's capital and principal port 
with associated facilities and shoreline development. "

4. Policies for access

Protecting the fabric of Seymour Tower and the outstanding marine 
wilderness in which it stands is paramount in the JHT's proposals. Anyone 
hoping to be marooned for a stag or hen night, or a rave can think again. 

As tide and time waits for no man - as those who have been rescued from the 
incoming tide know - Seymour Tower, unlike other properties in the project, 
will not be available for approved use every day of the year. In the first year 
(2007) bookings will be taken only when the height of the tide allows safe and 
manageable access on foot or by kayak or canoe. Access by motor-powered 
vessels will be subject to further consultation. Also, for those hiring the venue, 
there will be strict safety procedures and rules. 

4.1 Supervision of access 

All those who hire Seymour Tower will have to be supervised by an accredited 
guide. 

Jersey Heritage Trust, Jersey Harbours and the Fire and Rescue Service 
have developed a training course to validate guides. This incorporates 
appropriate knowledge of First Aid, communication, fire-safety, seamanship, 
and local area/tidal knowledge as well as experience of the towers 
themselves. 

It is planned to train a number of specialist guides who know the area well 
and who in turn are known to the JHT. It is hoped that in time the opportunity 
to become an accredited guide will be open to all, but this can only follow an 
initial period of testing and development of the systems. 

Accreditation will require the guides to be competent in First Aid, VHF 
communication and to successfully complete the Offshore Towers residential 
course including an overnight stay at Seymour Tower. 

Ratios of group numbers to guides are set at 7:1 for overnight stays while the 
ratio for daytime visits will be at the discretion of the accredited guide. 



4.2 Use as Holiday Lets 

While it is anticipated that Seymour Tower will mainly be used as a base for 
such activities as low water walks, bird watching, fishing and education - there 
will undoubtedly be a demand for short-term holiday letting. The JHT is also 
mindful that there could be tendency to block book the spring tides so as to 
enjoy an extended fishing trip, which would defeat the object of the project's 
core purpose: to open access to as many as people as possible within the 
natural limitations of the area. 

To enable as many people as possible to experience a stay at Seymour 
Tower, and to avoid overburdening the guides who have to remain with their 
party from embarkation to the return to Seymour Slip, stays at Seymour 
Tower will be limited to two nights and only one booking per hirer in any 
calendar year. 

The cost of hiring Seymour Tower per 24-hour period is £100. In addition the 
accredited guide is estimated at £100 for the same period, depending on the 
nature of the stay. 

As demand increases to hire the tower, groups may wish to have an 
accredited guide from within their own number who will be responsible for 
making bookings. Training must be undertaken with the JHT and those taking 
part will be expected to pay a fee. This accreditation will last for three years 
before a refresher course will be required. Although such guides may be a 
part of a private group and not charge for their time, they will be obligated to 
observe the terms and conditions of the training and hiring the tower. 

4.3 Scope of the managed area 

Public access to the surrounding rocks and the tower's platform will be 
maintained whenever the tower is in use. The JHT proposes to limit exclusive 
use to only the interior and roof. It is recognised that the rocks/platform 
surrounding the building are public spaces and it is not the intention of the 
Forts and Towers project to disrupt any customary access to these areas. 

While it is accepted that exclusive access to these areas cannot be 
guaranteed, it is the JHT's intention to seek to accommodate groups of people 
who may wish to enjoy these areas as part of a celebration. 

4.4 Appropriate forms of use 

In practice it is not possible to pmscribe occasions on which the public may 
wish to visit the site as people may want to use the tower for uses outside the 
traditional pursuits of fishing, walking and bird watching. Seymour Tower 
could also develop as a base for school and youth organisations educational 
trips, as a venue for a birthday or anniversary party or a wedding - with the 
proviso that an accredited guide must be on the guest list and the journey to 
and from the tower must be undertaken on foot unless there are exceptional 



circumstances.X However,X asX theX JHTX recognisesX thatX issuesX ofX safety,X theX
characterX ofX theX areaX andX theX rightsX ofX otherX usersX ofX theX shoreX toX quietX
enjoymentXmeanXthatXthereXmustXbeXsomeXconstraints.X

ItX isXnotX theXTrust'sXintentionXtoXbanXalcohol,X asXweXdoXnotXthinkXthatXwouldXbeX
practical,X butX commonX senseX andXmoderationXmustX beX applied.X ThoseX whoX
haveXbeenXfortunateXtoXbeXinvitedXtoXjoinXtheXprivateXfishingXpartiesXwhichXhaveX
enjoyedX soleX useX ofX SeymourX TowerX untilX lastX year,X willX knowX thatX nothingX
roundsXoffXaXhardXday'sXfishingXbetterXthatXaXbeerXorXaXwelcomeXglassXofXwine.X
Muscadet,XafterXall,X isXwhatXshellfishXwereXinventedXfor!X

ResponsibilityX forX individualXgroupsXwillXbeXdownX toX theXaccreditedXguideXwhoX
willXhaveXtheXrightXtoXrefuseXaXmemberXofXtheXpartyXifXtheyXareXinXpossessionXofX
aXlargeXamountXofXalcohol.X

TheXPolicingXofXBeachesXRegulationsXmeanXthatXpermissionX(fromXtheXrelevantX
ParishX - inX theX caseX ofX SeymourX TowerX GrouvilleX - andX JerseyX Tourism)X willX
haveX toX beX obtainedX forX holdingX anyX meetingX onX anyX beachX atX whichX anyX
musicalX instrumentX orX apparatusX toX transmit/reproduceX sound,X speechX orX
imagesXisXused.X

TheX SeaX RescueX CentreX atX JerseyX Harbours,X theX StatesX Police,X FireX andX
RescueXandXGrouvilleXHonoraryXPoliceXwillXbeXnotifiedXwhenXSeymourXTowerXisX
inXuse.XToXfollowXaXlong-heldXtraditionXtoXindicateXthatXtheXtowerXisXoccupied,X aX
JerseyXflagXmustXbeXraisedXonXarrivalXandXtakenXdownXonXdeparture.X

TheXaccreditedXguideXwillXundertakeXtoXinformXtheXnamedXauthoritiesX24-hoursX
beforeX theX bookingX date.X ThisX informationX willX includeX theX numbersX inX theX
party,X sex,X ageXandXanyXmedicalXconditions,X theXnameXofXtheXaccreditedXguideX
andXtheXJHTXSeymourXTowerXmobileXphoneXandXtheXnameXofXtheXhirer.X

4.5 Levels of use 

ThoseXwhoXenjoyX theX isolationXofXaXwanderXatX lowXwater,XwhoX fishXtheXgullies,X
rakeX forX sandX eelsX andX prairesX andX scavengerX amongX theX rocksX forX winklesX
andXlimpets,X couldXfearXthatXpromotingXpublicXaccessXwillXleadXtoX'over-use'XofXaX
fragileXmarineXeco-system.X TheXJHTXbelievesX thatX isX unlikelyX becauseXofXtheX
physicalX constraintsX ofX theX siteX thatX imposeX suchX severeX limitationsX onX theX
capacityXandXfrequencyXofXuse.X

LikeX allX beachcombersX andX fishermen,X thoseX usingX SeymourX TowerX andX itsX
environsX willX beX expectedX toX abideX byX legalX controlsX administeredX byX theX
StatesX ofXJerseyX fisheriesX sectionX andXnotX toXdisposeXofX line,X hooks,X baitX etcX
untilX theyX returnX toXshore.X TheX legalX controlsX pertainXtoXtheXpermittedXminimumX
sizeXofX fishXandXshellfish,X returningXliveXsurplusXcatchXtoXtheXseaXandXreturningX
allX rocksX toX theirXoriginalXposition.X TheseX regulationsXwillXbeXpostedX insideXtheX
towerXandXinXtheXGuidesXGrabXBags.X

RespectX mustX alsoX beX shownX inX allX activitiesX forX coloniesX ofX indigenousX andX
migratoryXbirds.X



The Trust proposes to limit the potential for an adverse impact on the environs 
on this special area of the Royal Bay of Grouville by limiting the size of parties 
using the tower. The size of parties for daytime visits will be determined by the 
accredited guide, and no more than eight persons - including an accredited 
guide - will be permitted to stay overnight. 

Notwithstanding, the JHT proposes to monitor opinion on this and all issues 
relating to the operation of Seymour Tower and the policies and procedures 
will be under constant review 

4.6 Transport 

It will be necessary to service the site by vehicle - as approved by the relevant 
parties - every three months. Normal passage to the tower for those using the 
site will be on foot at low water. However, as the tower is attracting interest 
from media within Jersey and overseas, there are likely to be occasions 
where transport will be required to carry camera and filming equipment to the 
tower. 

Users will be advised that perm1ss1on is required under the Policing of 
Beaches Regulations to drive any vehicle of the beach and that only vehicles 
owners licensed to drive in the Royal Bay of Grouville be employed. The JHT 
will discourage any significant increase in vehicles in the Royal Bay of 
Grouville. 

4. 7 Awareness and Interpretation

The JHT will seek to promote awareness of the cultural, social, traditional and 
ecological importance of the area through: 

• Briefing notes for guides
• Resource material for educational visits
• Onsite interpretation of the area and history of the building
• Code of practice for shore gathering in the area
• Programme of events that complement the tower and contribute to the

understanding of its history.

4.8 Risk Assessment 

All users will be required to complete a risk assessment for their visit as part 
of the terms and conditions. 

IT WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF HIRING GROUP LEADERS TO

CONDUCT A RISK ASSESSMENT EXERCISE FOR THEIR GROUP AND 

TAKE ANY ACTION NECESSARY TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF THE 

GROUP. 

A model risk assessment will form part of the guide's residential course 



4.9 Children and Disabled Access 

The JHT regrets that because of the nature of the tower- steep steps leading 
to the platform, steep internal stairs and as a ladder is required to gain entry 
to the accommodation - it is not a suitable location for young children, dogs or 
the disabled. 

5. Codes of Conduct, Procedures and Guidance

All users will be required to agree to the following codes as part of the terms 
and conditions: 

5.1 Accreditation of Guides 

All groups using Seymour Tower must include a nominated accredited guide 
registered with the JHT who has been able to demonstrate they are 
competent in: 

• First Aid

• Guides must hold a valid First Aid Certificate. Seymour Tower will be
equipped with a First Aid kit, hirers are reminded to bring any special
medication that they may require.

VHF 
Guides must be competent in using VHF equipment or hold a current VHF 
licence. 

Guide Training and Residential Course 

To be undertaken concurrently and organised by the JHT. The courses will 
cover all aspects of getting to and from and staying at Seymour Tower. 

5.2 Boats and Moorings 

The JHT does not propose to provide mooring facilities in the vicinity of the 
tower. 

5.3 Fires 

The fireplace may be used and logs are provided. Barbecues will not be 
permitted on the roof of the tower, only on the platform and disposable 
barbecues will be provided. No other fires will be permitted at or around the 
site. 

5.4 Safety equipment 

Inventory on site and wet bag will be provided. 



5.5 First Aid Equipment 

The Tower will be equipped with a suitable First Aid kit, and guides will carry 
one as part of their standard equipment. Hirers must bring with them any 
special medication that they require. 

5:6 Keys 

Keys for the tower will be held at Jersey Museum and should be collected and 
returned only by the accredited guide accompanying the visit. 

5.7 Rubbish and cleaning 

Rubbish must be kept in the designated area and taken ashore by the hirer on 
departure. The tower must be left in the same condition as it was found, so all 
people in the party, under the direction of the accredited guide, will be 
required to undertake cleaning duties before departure. Tea towels and 
cleaning cloths will be provided. 

5.8 Linen 

Unlike the other properties in the Forts and Towers Project, conditions inside 
Seymour Tower are basic. Washable mattresses are provided but people 
staying overnight must bring sleeping bags and pillows. 

5.9 Toilet 

A chemical marine toilet, fitted with removable sealed cartridges, has been 
installed in the existing structure on the roof for essential use only. Each party 
will be required to bring used cartridges back to shore. 

5.10 Swimming 

On no account should anyone, no matter how strong a swimmer or how 
knowledgeable of the tidal flow, attempt to swim or to wade ashore on an 
incoming tide. It is also dangerous to dive off the platform at high tide because 
of strong currents. The only time to swim on an incoming tide is in the man­
made pool area at the base of the tower steps but only until the tide reaches 
the string of rocks before the bottom of the steps, and on an outgoing tide 
when the sandy area to the right of the main steps is uncovered. The 
accredited guide will advise on safe swimming practices. 

5.11 Clothing and Footwear 

Groups are advised to wear appropriate footwear for walking at low water and 
to take warm waterproof clothing, especially when staying overnight. A 
change of clothing and footwear is also essential for overnight stays. The 
accredited guide will not allow people without the appropriate footwear and 
clothing to make the journey from shore. 



5.12 Adverse Weather 

Groups are warned that in the event of extreme weather conditions, bookings 
may have to be cancelled at short notice at the discretion of the accredited 
guide. 

5.13 Water 

Rainwater is collected in tanks on the roof and filtered through a system to the 
tap inside the tower. This water must is not suitable for drinking. Bottled 
drinking water will be provided and included in the hire fee and is to be used 
for drinking only. Used plastic bottles must be brought back to shore by 
returning parties. 




